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an issue of SF Commentary (which Steve Campbell and I printed
in six hours one night), then lent me the money to buy my first
duplicator. Not that Jack had any interest in science fiction, but
he knew a fellow loony when he saw one. I just wish I could have
caught up with him during recent years to thank him and show
him that his investment had paid off.

Doris Lessing

Doris Lessing (22 October 1919–17 November 2013) is the only
Literature Nobel Prize winner, as far as I can recall, who not only
admitted that some of her novels were science fiction, but stoutly
defended them as such. I must admit that I found the ‘Canopus
in Argo’ tetralogy unreadable, and eventually sold my copies, but
I loved two novels of hers that I read during the early 1970s,
novels that seemed much more wondrous, because much better
written, than her official SF entries. They were The Memoirs of a
Survivor and Briefing for a Descent into Hell. I’m told that The
Four-Gated City is her other great SF/fantasy novel.

Merv Binns, who ran Space Age Books between 1971 and 1985,
and the Melbourne SF Club from the mid 1950s until the 1980s,
continues to publish his Out of the Bin every few months for a few
friends. In the November 2013 issue he remembers: ‘As I was
closing up Space Age Books one evening, I received a call from
Doris Lessing’s publisher in Melbourne asking if I would like to take
her to dinner. Space Age may well have been last on the list, as
it was late in the day. I didn’t hesitate to answer “with pleasure”
and I asked our friend and Miles Franklin Award winner George
Turner to join me. I also invited my shop assistant, English
teacher, and Doris Lessing fan Maureen Walsh to come along. It
turned out to be one of my limited record of brilliant ideas, as
George and Doris shared similar interests and got along very well.
When Ms Lessing died recently, the news of her passing reminded
me of that dinner at Florentino restaurant.’

Keith Dunstan

I’m going to steal from Merv Binns again for this brief tribute to
Melbourne newspaper columnist Keith Dunstan (1925–2013),
who survived so long into useful retirement that many of thought
he was eternal. From Out of the Bin, September issue: ‘Many
people helped publicise Space Age Books, and one of those was
journalist Keith Dunstan. He sometimes mentioned Space Age
Books and SF conventions he attended in his column in the Sun
New Pictorial. He was quite a character, and Space Age and
Melbourne SF sincerely appreciated his interest in us.’ Keith
Dunstan established the ‘A Place in the Sun’ column of chit-chat
many years ago, but then moved to the rival Age newspaper

Doris Lessing.
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during the ten years before he retired. The odd result is that the
only affectionate piece about him appeared in the Age, 12 Sep-
tember 2013, whereas the Herald Sun (the current incarnation of
the Sun, now owned by Mr Orrible Murdoch) could barely raise a
couple of paragraphs to honour him a week later. In the Age,
Laurence Mooney details Keith Dunstan’s extraordinary achieve-
ments, including a series of books he wrote telling stories about
Melbourne’s delights and peculiarities with all the gusto of a Barry
Humphries. Dunstan’s autobiography was called No Brains At All
(a quote from his report card at the school he attended). Not only
did he attend the 1966, 1968, and 1969 Melbourne SF conventions
at the old clubrooms at Somerset Place, but he wrote about them
in his column. A few years later he began the Anti Football League,
designed more to make fun of the religious aspects of Australian
Rules football than to offend any particular club or footballer. The
highlight of each year’s events was the burning of a football in the

Keith Dunstan. (Photo: The Age.)
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middle of the MCG on the day before the Grand Final. Mooney
reminds us that Dunstan was crowned King of Moomba in 1992,
and received an Order of Australia medal in 2002.

Peter O’Toole

I can’t finish riffling among my newspaper cuttings without men-
tioning the recent death of Peter O’Toole. I’ve seen his signature
film Lawrence of Arabia more often than any film other than 2001:
A Space Odyssey (wouldn’t O’Toole have been wonderful as the
voice of HAL?), but the two films that SF people have been
mentioning most often are The Stunt Man (which I’ve seen only

once, and can’t track down on DVD), in which O’Toole seems to
play God, basing his performance upon the directing style of
Lawrence’s David Lean; and Dean Spanley, perhaps my favourite
movie of the last ten years, in which O’Toole plays a very old man
who once lost his beloved dog and rediscovers him in a fantastic
way. In the Age’s memoir of O’Toole, Australian film maker Paul
Cox, who directed him his least known film, Molokai: The Story of
Father Damien, says: ‘We used to sit and sing old church songs
together. He was an altar boy like I was. He was tops. He was an
original, extremely intelligent and had a strange sentimental
streak.’ And he had that voice!

The fanzine lounge of Babel

The most visible features of the rubble heap of my desk (my
Library of Babel) are the two computers, two monitors, and one
scanner. My main work computer is this last of the Gateways that
runs Windows 98. That was the last Windows that would support
Ventura 4.1, the program I use to produce nearly all the pages of
my fanzines. This computer is not connected to the internet, so I
don’t have to worry about viruses, trojans, or other monsters from
the cloud. The other computer runs on Windows XP, and I inherited
it from Elaine when she upgraded to a Windows 7 machine. It is
connected to the internet, but the anti-virus software I’m running
seems to slow it down greatly. Each computer has its own monitor.
The scanner does a great job on the Gateway, but I’m not sure if
its software will operate on XP.

Also visible: a heap of music magazines, mainly Gramophone,
Mojo, and Uncut, that I haven’t yet read. I always read the
Australian Rhythms magazine as soon as it arrives in the mail.

These magazines contain dangerous knowledge. They suggest the
names of CDs I must track down and hear, so I make lists that I
give to Dave Clarke at Readings, and he is always able to find
them.

Flag 10

Because I keep talking about Bill Burns’s fanzine-host site
http://efanzines.com, I probably give the impression that I no
longer receive paper fanzines. Not so. Fortunately, there are still
fanzines available only in paper form, most famously Banana
Wings from Claire and Mark and Robert Lichtman’s Trap
Door. (He posts the e-version of each issue only a year after he
has sent out the paper copies.) And this year there has been Andy
Hooper’s Flag.

On my Babel desktop it is difficult to find anything I want when I
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want it. It took me two hours to find all the recent issues of Flag,
the very frequent paper-only fanzine that Andy Hooper has been
publishing this year (11032 30th Avenue NE, Seattle WA 98125;
email to fanmailaph@aol.com). In particular, I was looking for the
issue that had handed me massive egoboo, but I found much else.

I remembered that in Flag 10 (31 October 2013) Andy Hooper
gathers all his letter writers as if they were sitting around a
convention fan room discussing the previous issues of Flag. The
convention he chooses is Corflu Titanium, 2005, the San Francisco
Corflu that I actually attended during my Bring Bruce Bayside fan
fund trip. I receive a mention because I had sent a letter of
comment to Andy explaining why I had not written a proper letter
of comment. The hyper-fannish article that Andy attempts is very
hard to write, and Andy does it superbly. I felt a special kind of
glow when reading his article because some of the letter writers
mentioned in Flag 10 were actually at that convention in 2005, in
particular Robert Lichtman and Mark Plummer. However, I can’t
remember ever meeting Lloyd Penney (one of Flag’s correspon-
dents), and Steve Jeffery can’t have been there, because he
doesn’t attend non-British conventions.

However, in 2005 Andy Hooper himself did not speak more than
a word or two to me, either in Seattle during the week before
Corflu, or during the convention. I like to think I can chat with
anybody who will take the trouble to chat with me, so this did
seem odd. I had long conversations with Andy’s Chunga! co-
editors Randy Byers and carl juarez. carl has a fine baritone voice,
actually sang a Warren Zevon song to me at the Seattle party put
on for me by Janice Murray and Alan Rosenthal, and the next
afternoon Randy took me off to sample beers.

Flag 7

In searching for Flag 10, I found an even more brilliant issue of
Flag — No 7, 13 July 2013, the best fanzine of 2013. This is the
issue in which Andy invented the letter-column-as-convention-
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fanzine-room-party. In this case, he was trying to recreate the
mood of the fan room at the Orlando worldcon in 1992, the
convention that Roger Weddall attended as DUFF winner only a
few months before he died. Andy mentions ‘the much-missed
Roger Weddall rocking in a pair of leather pants without a trace
of irony’. Elsewhere, Andy writes: ‘I nodded, staring as Jeanne
Mealy and Roger Weddall did something unwholesome with an
inflatable plastic dinosaur on the balcony.’ That sounds just right.

The startling aspect of this bravura piece of writing by Andy Hooper
is that the only equivalent piece of fan writing I know of is a column
that Roger himself wrote for ANZAPA in the late 1980s using the
same fictional device for writing his mailing comments. In that
article, Roger discussed our contributions with him as if we were
all taking part in the greatest fan party of all time. (Wherever
Roger turned up was the occasion for a great fannish party. Life’s
been a bit dull around Melbourne since 1992.)

Andy also praised Treasure 1 and SF Commentary 85 in his fanzine
review column. Thanks very much.

Opuntia

Apart from Flag, the other print-fanzine highlights of the year have
been the many issues of Opuntia I’ve received from Dale Speirs.
Each month a new issue arrives. Each month I resolve to write a
long letter of comment. The next issue arrives and I still don’t
write that letter of comment.

Dale knows about many things. He is retired, so he can research
the many subjects in which he is interested, taking photos and
digging up interesting facts. He writes in a lively, amused, yet
fact-based style: wry essays that would be standouts in any top
professional magazine. He also publishes a letter column, fanzine
reviews, FAPA mailing comments, and a bit of personal stuff, but

the mainstays of Opuntia are his feature articles. The highlight of
three issues during 2013 were his reports and photos about ‘The
Great Flood of 2013’. Calgary was hit badly by huge floods a few
months ago. In Opuntia 266, for instance, Dale features photos
of the railroad tracks in High River, twisted like a corkscrew,
another destroyed bridge, as well as Grotto Creek in full flood. I
doubt if Dale wants to extend his mailing list, because the cost of
postage keeps rising sharply, but you could ask him to send you
a copy (Box 6830, Calgary, Alberta T2P 2E7, Canada). Since he
has no email address, sit down, type a letter, put it in an envelope,
apply a stamp, and lick the envelope so it stays shut. If you
remember how to do all this, you’ll probably hear from Dale.

— Bruce Gillespie, 31 December 2013

(IMBTTMF is continued on Page 46)
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