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Oh,  

      wot  

              the  

                      hellé  

{ƻ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлмоΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

think of something clever to say. Sadly, it appears my wit has run dry, leaving ripples of sediment in its 

wake. Apparently my ability to work in metaphors has run its course, too, so maybe what I really need to 

do here is consider what this weekend is All About and maybe take a look back at this year and share 

some thoughts on past events. Therefore, with that in mind, here is a brief re-cap of calendar year 2013. 

 

Gaining a son - in - law  

I honestly did not see this one coming. When our middle child, Josie, married Zachary Blevins at the end 

of January she became the first to tie the knot. Then again, older daughter Penny has been with her 

ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ мм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣEric has yet to 

propose to her, which bugs the living crap out of both sets of parents. But back to Josie. Besides beating 

Penny to the altar, she also laid another bombshell on us, namely that we were going to be *shudder* 

grandparents!    That definitely stunned us, but explained why the hurry-up marriage. A full-

blown, proper wedding ceremony will eventually take place (next year?), so we will have to 

re-live this all over again. *sigh*  Oh, the joys of parenthood. 

 

The first grandchild  

¢ƘƛǎΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀŘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ Ǉƻǎǘings, there are a ton 

of pictures and videos of our grandson, who was born at 5:16 PM on Sunday, May 26th.  I have to admit 

that at no time in my life, even as a parent, did I see that the day would come when I, of all people, 

would become a grandparent!  To quote from the movie The Princess BrideΣ άƛƴŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŀōƭŜΗέ  9ǾŜƴ ǎƻΣ L 
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do get a bit verklempt when I see Brian, now seven months old and counting, especially when he smiles. 

He really is a cute bugger, as you can see from the picture on the top of the previous page and the 

ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ LΩǾŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ bƻΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ bƻǇŜΦ bƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΧ 

LoneStarCon 3  

I have written a lot about this fershlugginer event already in this fanzine, also in Askew (my paper-only 

personalzine), and on Facebook. I even wrote about the WorldCon just passed on my usually neglected 

LiveJournal account! Obviously, this was something that generated a lot of feelings inside me. Rest 

assured, I will not rant and rail about it here, but will save all that for the ά[ƻƴŜ{ǘŀǊ/ƻƴ о !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴt 

¢Ŝǎǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ т. You. Have. Been. Warned.  

Overall, it was worth going to my first World Science Fiction Convention since 1978, but man, oh, 

Manischewitz, it was nothing at all what I was expecting. In a sense I anticipated something akin to a 

larger Fencon, such as the one we attended a couple years ago when Fencon VIII doubled as 

DeepSouthCon 49 up in Dallas, and the total attendance was around 900. Multiplying that figure by a 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀŘǊǳǇƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 

mindset I walked into LSC3 with.  Now the obǾƛƻǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƛǎΣ άǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘŎƻƴ worth the 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎly, yes and no.  

¢ƻ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜΦ ά¸Ŝǎ,έ [ƻƴŜ{ǘŀǊ/ƻƴ о ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ-earned paychecks on, especially since 

ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭ ǳǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƘŀŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘŜŘ ·-amount for travel, room, food, and allowing extra for 

purchases made in San Antonio either at the convention or outside the main venues.  When things 

clicked ς ŀǎ ƛƴ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜέΣ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇέΣ άǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέΣ ŀƴŘ άƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ς yeah, those helped make the WorldCon experience worthwhile and very enjoyable. 

άbƻ,έ [ƻƴŜ{ǘŀǊ/ƻƴ о ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎŜǘǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

art show and fanzine lounge, finding gluten-free food for Valerie the entire time (on and off the main 

venue), dealing with her health issues, meeting people I was looking forward to meeting, and worrying 

about how people were thinking about the fanzine lounge. 

And that last item really hung over my head the entire length of the convention as my fannish sword of 

Damocles. Very little of the things I wanted to do in the fanzine lounge went according to plan. I have 

written elsewhere about the manual typewriter debacle and how that affected my plans, so no more 

about that here. At least I was able to use the lounge tables the way I wanted to: display old and current 

zines, have a Fan Funds table, then shifted to Plan B (fanzine lounge as informal fan-historical display) 

when the demonstrations fell apart. The WOOF collation went well, thank Great Roscoe, even if the final 

assembly was problematic due to some format differences among the contributions. Still, I felt all 

weekend as if my efforts seemed, well, pathetic and minimal compared to what others have done in 

past WorldCon fanzine lounges.  It bothered me a great deal, and still does.  

Additionally, the LSC3 experience cemented a long-term feeling I have held about myself as some kind 

of ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊΥ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻΦ {ǳǊŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ Ŏƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

gopher, panelist, bartender, badge-checker, manning a reƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ȅ-amount of 

timeΧǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ .ǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΦ L Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ of that in 
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my professional career so that in my hobby interest ς science fiction fan activity ς L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ to 

be bothered by that kind of crap. Producing fanzines is one thing, writing the occasional article and 

letters of comment are other things I enjoy, but other than those activities, running a convention or 

being a sub-department head at a con is not my idŜŀ ƻŦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ! DƻƻŘ ¢ƛƳŜΦ bƻǇŜΦ Lǘ ŀƛƴΩǘ ƳŜΣ ōŀōŜΦ  

So when I think back about this World Science Fiction Convention just passed, my overall assessment of 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ άaŜƘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘέ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŦŜŜƭ ŀǎ ƛŦ L ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ƳƛǎƳŀƴŀƎƛng 

the fanzine lounge. Now, believe it or not I can accept this because I had assumed that mantle of 

responsibility. This, however, ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ άƳŜƘ-ƴŜǎǎέ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ [{/оΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 

explains why I feel this way. Therefore, never expect me to run aƴȅ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ fanzine lounge again. 

Period. 

Now watch. Some convention committee is going to ask me to be their fan guest of honor, which comes 

with all sorts of responsibilities and commitments. ¸ŜŀƘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ !ǎ ƛŦ LΩŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ *do*  all that!  

²ŀƛǘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΧ Cŀƴ DƻIΚ L Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΧ 

 

Steampunk Acceleration   

More and more, Valerie and I have been getting into the Steampunk movement. Well, that may not be 

completely accurate, but we both enjoy the creative side of Steampunk literature, its fashions, and 

music. I am not a costume designer nor a talented 

ǎŜŀƳǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǳǇ 

in the ensembles she has created for me. Besides 

that, creating a character to go with the costume is a 

bit of a writing challŜƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ 

a ham ς a trait I freely admit to, which explains my 

ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜŀǘǊƛŎŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ όLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ 

of student/community theater plays) ς it is fun to be 

in character for a short while.  

As it turns out, there are quite a few Steampunk 

groups in Texas; the notable ones that we have been 

in contact with are Airship Isabella (the Houston 

chapter), Texas Steampunk (Houston and San 

Antonio), Steampunk Illumination Society (Dallas-Fort 

Worth), and some others. We met members of these 

at the World Convention, and meandered over to the 

Steampunk Ball late Sunday night, Sept. 1st, after the 

Hugo Awards Ceremony, which we had attended in 

our formal Steampunk attire. ¢ƘŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

finished Texas Renaissance Festival, Valerie and I 
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participated in the Steampunk Invasion of the TRF last month, which was a blast. We hooked up with a 

group of the Houston Steampunk people we originally met in San Antonio, and that was fun. The 

weekend before that was the Halloween Spooktacular Soirée that our Friday night meet-up group put 

together/hosted, and Val and I wore one of our other Steampunk costumes. Mine even won an award! 

Go figure. Anyway, upcoming on Saturday December 14th down in Giddings, Texas is the Weird West 

Fest, an entire day of Steampunk events, panels, displays, guests, and concerts held in a restored 1880 

train depot and in other old buildings circa 1900. This event was originally scheduled for December 7th 

but was pushed back a week due to the massive cold front that brought severe winter weather through 

most of the continental United States, and the real good news is that nearly every single one of the 

guests, vendors and performing groups were able to reschedule to still be there. All except for Joe 

Lansdale. *grumph* But hey, his daughter Kayla Lansdale, who is a wonderful singer, will still be there, 

ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΦ {ƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ Steampunk train is chugging right along, and we are definitely 

enjoying the ride. The scenery is delightful! 

Who is in this issue  

Bill Fischer 

After a lengthy absence, our favorite lab assistant Figby returns in a new story-line. His creator has been 

ōǳǎȅ ŘǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ, huddling against the cold, 

wintry air slamming against the walls, he can always draw up some more of these Figby cartoons. 

Valerie Purcell 

My wife returns with a portfolio of the different filters she used after painting/sculpting the cover for 

this yearΩǎ ²hhC Ŏƻƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ [ƻƴŜ{ǘŀǊ/ƻƴ оΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƴƻǿ ƘŀƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŀǊǘ ǎǘǳŘƛƻκǿƻǊƪǊƻƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ 

home, and is one of the best things she has created, In My Humble Opinion. There will be much more 

work of hers in these pages in the future, that I assure you.  

Steve Stiles 

As always, Mr. Stiles ς not to be confused with The Phenom A.J. Styles, the pro wrestler on TNA Impact 

Wrestling ς provided a body-slam of a cover for Askance.  Truth be told, when I asked Steve the month 

before the WorldCon if he would be wilƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ƘŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘ 

turned out he had this piece in his files, so he quickly adapted it and voila! here it is, gracing the front of 

this issue.  

Walt Wentz 

Here is a new name to appear in these pages. Walt is a friend of Taral Wayne, who sent me this 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ²ŀƭǘΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ Askance will likewise enjoy it. 

ά! /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ǘƻ IŀƴŜǎέ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ article that should cover a subject with which most fans are familiar.  

This fanzine supports Kansas City in 2016, New Orleans in 2018, & Curt Phillips for TAFF. 

su 
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LONESTARCON 3  

ASSESSMENT  

TEST  

Summer Term, 2013: Fanac 101 Final Exam 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Using a #2 pencil ς no ink pens allowed! ς mark your AccuScan 

form with the choice that best answers that question. If you 

make an error and wish to change your answer, thoroughly 

erase your original marking, otherwise the scanner will pick up 

both markings and that will count as a wrong answer. There is 

a 30 minute time limit.  

Grading Scale: a = 1 point   b=2 points   c=3 points   d=4 points  e = 5 points. Total points scale after the 

test. 

Good luck! 

1) Overall, how would you rate this WorldCon? 

a. Super!     b. Awesome!        c. Okay, I guess.          dΦ ƳŜƘΧ        e. hƘΣ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΧΗ 

 

2) Iƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ/ƻƴ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜΚ 

a. very important                                c. not important at all 

b. somewhat important    d.  ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜέ 

                   eΦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳŀƴȅΦ 

 

3) How many programming events did you want to attend at LoneStarCon 3? 

a. All of them b. 21-30  c. 11-20 d. 1-10           e. none, actually 

 

4) How many programming events did you actually attend during LoneStarCon 3? 

a. 1-10 b. 11-20      c. 21-30    d. all of them           e. I never made it out of the bar 

 

5) Did you enjoy visiting the Fanzine Lounge during the WorldCon? 

a. Yes, very much    b. yes, it was okay ŎΦ ƳŜƘΧ d. there was a Fanzine Lounge? 

 

6) Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !Ǌǘ {ƘƻǿΚ 

a. Super!     b. Awesome!       c. OƪŀȅΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ     ŘΦ ƳŜƘΧ           ŜΦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ !Ǌǘ {ƘƻǿΚ 

  

It is a proud and lonely thing to be a fan. At least, it used to be. 
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7) Check all that apply:  Which Guest of Honor did you get to meet? 

a. Joe Lansdale b. James Gunn     c. Ellen Datlow       d. Norman Spinrad        e. Leslie Fish 

 

8) wŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ wƻƻƳ at LoneStarCon 3. 

a. Extensive, but not enough pulps  c. Extensive, but not enough comic books 

b. Extensive, but not enough books d. Extensive, but not enough shiny things 

                  ŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 5ŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ άRoomέ? More like an airplane hangar. 

 

9) Do you prefer World Science Fiction Conventions to have one-track of programming format, or 

the current multi-track programming format? 

a. one-track b. multi-track   c. either one d. does it matter?        ŜΦ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ 

 

10) Which of the following historical sites in San Antonio, Texas, did you get a chance to visit? 

a. The Alamo  c. the Mexican Consulate 

b. La Villita  d. The Riverwalk 

                       e. Wal-Mart 

 
11) How many fanzines did Chris Garcia produce during the WorldCon? 

a. 1        b. 2  c. 3  d. 4  e. do his tweets count as zines? 

 

12) How many people did Chris Garcia hug during the WorldCon? 

a. At least 10   c. At least 30 

b. At least 20   d. At least 40 

 e. What was the ŎƻƴΩǎ final attendance figure? 

 

13) How many panel discussions did you attend? (note: not a repeat of question 4) 

a. 1-10 b. 11-20 c. 21-25  d. over 25 e. none: I was in the bar 

 

14) On how many panel discussions were you a participant? 

a. none, nobody asked me                c. 4 - 6 

b. 1 -3                                               d. over 6, I think; they all blur together 

    e. just one, if you count the on-going bar discussion about whither fandom  
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15) What is the 5-2-1 rule for attending a WorldCon? 

a. Five hours of sleep, two meals, one shower each day 

b. Five catnaps, two trips through the consuite for snacks, one shower each day 

c. CƛǾŜ ǇŀǇŜǊōŀŎƪǎΣ ǘǿƻ ƘŀǊŘŎƻǾŜǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ŀǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ 

shower, too 

d. Pack five funny t-shirts, two pairs of underwear (optional), one pair of jeans; does 

swimming in the hotel pool count as bathing? 

e. Five beers, two mixed drinks, one meal each day ς oh, was I supposed to shower, too? 

 

16) Estimate how many miles you may have walked during the course of the World Convention. 

a. Less than three miles         c. I developed leg-cramps around 6 PM each day 

b. three to six miles, at least ŘΦ hȄȅƎŜƴΗ bŜŜŘΧƳƻǊŜΧƻȄȅƎŜƴΧ 

              ŜΦ LΩƳ ǎending my hospital bill to Ben Yalow (LSC3 budget director) 

 

17) Were you able to watch James Bacon wax and twiddle his moustache? 

a. Yes b. No c. I missed that program item  d. That was on the program?     e. Why? 

 

18) How many of your friends were you able to meet during the course of the WorldCon? 

a. a handful  c. about a dozen 

b. quite a few     d. most of them 

                       e. all of them; everyone was in the bar 

 

      19) Rate the main hospitality suite (it was in the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel, rooms 18 & 19 on the 

              Mezzanine level). 

a. Well-stocked, well-attended, good conversations: golly, it was swell! 

b. Not enough gluten-free food, otherwise it was okay 

c. Adequately stocked, over-crowded at times, needed more beer 

d. Adequate food and drink, but too far to walk from the Motel 6 where I was staying 

e. Why should I care? I was in the bar the whole weekend 

 

20) Do you believe that it was A Good Idea to block all the parties on floors 33 to 37 in the Marriott 

Rivercenter Hotel? 

c. Yes, that made it easier to meet people 

d. Yes, that made it easier to check out the bidding parties 

e. Yes, that made it easier to party-crawl 

f. No, the fun should have been spread out through both main hotels 

g. Look, I keep telling you I was in the bar all weekend! 

 

21) Do you know how to fix a manual typewriter? 

a. ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǘȅǇŜǿǊƛǘŜǊΚ                        c. No! 

b. Which computer model is that?                                ŘΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΧ 

                          e. Indeed I can. Did you bring mimeo stencils? 
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22) Which Hugo Award categories did you vote in? 

a. All of them, and indiscriminately, too. 

b. Only the ones I was familiar with. 

c. Only the ones my friends were nominated in. 

d. Just the Doctor Who category. 

e. bƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ anyway. 

 

23) Did you attend the Masquerade/Fancy Dress contest? 

a. Yes! I never miss this event. c. Yes, but I could barely see the costumes from my seat 

b. No, I never attend this event. d. No, but I saw the costumes posted on Facebook. 

                 e. No, but I really liked the hall costumes I saw all weekend. 

       24) Which of the following concerts did you attend during LoneStarCon 3?    

 a. John Purcell     b. Steve Brust      c. Leslie Fish     d. Bland Lemon and the Lemon-Aides 

    ŜΦ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΚ !ǘ ŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ/ƻƴΚΗ aǳǎƛŎ ŀǘ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ǎǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΚΚ {ƘŜŜǎƘΧ 

 

25) hƪŀȅΦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΥ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ {cience Fiction  

Convention in San Antonio, Texas, a.k.a. LoneStarCon 3? 

a. Awesome!    b. Super! c. It was alright.               d. Meh, it could have been better. 

                            ŜΦ aȅ ƘŜŀŘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōŀǊΦ 

 

TOTAL POINTS SCALE:   

Using the points scale given at the beginning of the test ς here it is again ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƭŀȊȅ ƭƻǳǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ 

attention or follow instructions (a = 1 point   b=2 points  c=3 points   d=4 points  e = 5 points) ς total up 

your answer points and apply that total to the following grading scale: 

 

1-25 points = You are a helpless neofan for taking this quiz seriously.  

26-50 points = Seriously, you need to get to more world conventions. 

51-тр Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ Ґ  hƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ 

76-100 points = Not bad. Care to write a con report for my zine? 

100-125 points = You, my friend, are a trufan. 

 

 

òRich, you remember the crab hats!ó 



 11 

A Complaint to Hanes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              (as dictated to Walt Wentz) 
 
 
Dear Whom-ever Reads This First: 
 
 If you are a Female, especially a young Female, please pass this along to some Male or other 
in your Office. This Letter is about Male stuff, and I don't want to cause any embarrassment to any 
Female, especially a young Female of the opposite sex. Thank you kindly. 
 
Dear Ed: 
 Pardon me if I call you Ed, because I don't know your actual real Name, but Ed is a friendly 
kind of a Name, and I want to keep this Friendly and not cause any Hard Feelings. This is a 
Complaint, but you most likely have not got anything to do with what caused it so I got nothing 
against you personally. 
 
 Now Ed, I been wearing Hanes jockey undershorts since I was a pup, and they always gave 
me good service up to now, and any time I switched Brands I regretted it, because those other 
Makes just didn't give me the same Support or Convenience, if you know what I mean and I think 
you do Ed. 
 
 So just lately I had to retire a bunch of my old Underwear, and I looked around the stores 
until i found a batch of Hanes undershorts, and I bought them. I have always wore a 34 waist and 
these just said "Medium," but they also said "Our Most Comfortable," so I thought they must be 
O.K. 
 So I took them home and tried wearing them, but they have been a considerable Letdown, 
so to speak. Now you know Ed, that the old Hanes jockey undershorts have a bit of stretch down 
where it matters most, and the leg-holes are just tight enough to keep Things from shifting around 
or getting Loose. But these new ones were made of some thin and flimsy stuff that was too flabby in 
one direction, but in the other direction it didn't have no more Give in it than a Tin Roof. And the 
leg-holes were so stretchy that they wouldn't hold up a goose-down Pillow.  
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 I just want to give it to you man to man, Ed, friendly like. Five minutes after you put them 
on, these undershorts let your Family Jewels draggle down one leg of your Jeans, and your Willy 
hang down the other leg.  
 
 This is not only Uncomfortable Ed, it is Undignified. When you are in some Public 
Convenience and you need to dump some Water Ballast in a hurry, and you have got to claw 
frantically around in there to try to untangle your Willy from that mess of flabby Fabric, it aint a 
pretty sight, Ed. The other Customers might look at you like you are Peculiar, or maybe have got a 
Hornet loose in your Jeans. 
 
 I see from the printing on the inside that these new Hanes undershorts are "Made in Viet 
Nam." I got nothing against the Namese Ed, but I guess these undershorts must have been made by 
some little Namese schoolgirl, that is paid a nickel an hour and has got no more Idea of Male 
Anatomy than Adam's Ox does. 
 
 What ever happened to that tough old gal from the TV ads, that used to say, "They don't say 
Hanes, until I say they say Hanes," while she stretched and twisted the undershorts? She looked like 
she had been through the Mill and knew a thing or two Ed, but it has been some time since I saw 
her, so  I guess she might have retired or been laid off. But I think if the Company could bring her 
back, teach her a few words of Viet Nam talk and ship her over there to Supervise the Works, it 
would be doing a great favor to Suffering Mankind, namely Me. 
 
 Now I know you don't own the Company, Ed, and have probably got no say in the Hiring 
and Firing end of the Business, so I just got a personal favor to ask of you. If you could just quietly 
slip me the Names of some Outfits that still sell the old dependable type of Hanes undershorts, 
waist size 34 or thereabouts, I'd be eternally Grateful. 
 
 But if the good old Hanes stuff just aint being made at all any more, I know you must be a 
Man of the World Ed, so I would appreciate it if you would, strictly on the Q.T. of course, let me 
know any other Brand that you have found that won't Let you Down when you have got to stand up 
and speak a Piece at some Formal Meeting, or when you are Under Pressure in the John, and have 
to unlimber your Apparatus before it is entirely Too Late. 
 
Respectively,   
 

Artemus Ward the 7 th  
 
 
 
Suppose you were an idiot, and suppose you were a 

member of Congress; but I repeat myself. 

             

Mark Twain  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marktwain161288.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marktwain161288.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marktwain161288.html


 13 

Portfolio:  
WOOF 2013 covers  
    Artwork by Valerie Purcell - comments by John Purcell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the original artwork for the cover for the WOOF collation held on Sunday, September 1, 2013, at 

LoneStarCon 3 in San Antonio, Texas.  My wife Valerie created this first as a painting, which she had 

begun a few years ago, but finished it for this yeŀǊΩǎ ²hhC when I asked her to do the cover. So she 

agreed. The original painting was on display in the LoneStarCon 3 art show all weekend after the Big 

Reveal at the Fan Fund Delegates Reception on Thursday night in the con suite.  It is based on a 

medieval tapestry depicting a fox hunt that she found in an art book ς I forget the title and the 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ς which inspired to do her interpretation of that piece. First, Val placed ae 


