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think of something clever to say. Sadlyappears my wit has run dry, leaving ripples of sediment in its
wake. Apparently my ability to work in metaphors has run its course, too, so maybe what | really need to
do here is consider what this weekend is All About and maybe take a look batk gedhand share

some thoughts on pastvents.Therefore, with that in mind, here is a briefcap of calendar year 2013.

Gaining a son -in -law

I honestly did not see this one coming. When our middle child, Josie, married Zachary Blevins at the end
of lanuary shéecame the first to tie the knofThen again, older daughter Penny has been with her
028FNASYR F2NI mm @SINE y262 | YR S@OSyErithksdezmK (KS
propose to her, which bugs the living crap out of bottss# parents. But back to Josie. Besides beating
Penny to the altarshe also laid another bombshell on us, namely that we were going tshelder*
grandparents! That definitely stunned us, but explained why the huprgnarriage. A full

' blown, prope wedding ceremony will eventually take place (next year?), so we will have to
, IN re-live this all over agairtsigh* Oh, he joys of parenthood.

The first grandchild

CKA&Z & Al GdzNya 2dziz NBLFff& AayQngs,thedrefareaton G o |
of pictures and videos of our grandson, who was born:36 M on Sunday, May 261 have to admit

that at no time in my life, even as a paredid | see that thelay would come when bf all people,

would become arandparent To quotefrom the movieThe Princess Bridle a Ay O2 Yy OSA @I 6f S
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do geta bitverklemptwhen | see Brian, mo severmonths old and countinggspecially when he smiles.
He really is a cute bugger, as you canfsem the picture on the top of the pevious pageand the
R21 Sya 2F LK2G2a LQ@#S LRAGSR 2y Cl 0S8S6221® b2z L

LoneStarCon 3

| have written a lot about this fershlugginer event already in this fanzine, alsskiem(my paperonly
personalzine), and on Facebook. | even wrote altoetVorldCon just passed on my usually neglected
LiveJournal account! Obviously, this was something that generated a lot of feelings inside me. Rest
assured, | will not rant and rail aboitithere, but will save allthatforthé [ 2y S{ G NI 2¢ o ! &
¢tSailié H6KAOK OYBuHAw BeerPNarnddl IS T

Overall, it was worth going to my first World Science Fiction Convention sinceldi##8an, oh,

Manischewiz, it was nothing at alvhat | was expecting. In a sense | anticipated something akin to a

larger Fencon, such as the one we attended a couple years ago when Fencon VIl doubled as
DeepSouthCon 49 up in Dallas, and the total attendance was around 900. Multiplying that figure by a
FILOG2NI 2F FAOSS YR ljdzk RNUzLX Ay3d (GKS ydzYoSNI 2F L
mindset | walked into LSC3 with. Nowtheob 2 dza |j dzSa G A 2y (2 woihitheA &3 & g |
Ay@SaiayYSyid Ay GAYS IyR Y2wSeskrdnst KS ' yagSNI Aaz v
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GKS O02ai RARYQU 1 A-aniountdfdr travel, yoans fodd, akd-al®widgdziraferi S R
purchases made in San Antonio eitla¢ithe convention or outside the main venuéd/hen things

clickedch & Ay aYlI1Ay3a Al (2 SOSYyaaSsSYyadhyYHABHKDSJdA
02 y @S NX yeahittbse iigiped make thevorldCon experience worthwhile and very eygble.
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art show and fanzine lounge, finding glutéee food for Valerie the entire time (on and off the main
venue),dealing with her health issuesieeting people | was looking forward to meeting, and worrying

about how people were thinking about the fanzine lounge.

And that last item really hung over my head the entire length of the convemssamy fannish sword of
DamoclesVery little of the thing$ wanted to do in the fanzine lounge went according to plan. | have
written elsewhere about the manual typewriter debacle and how that affected my plans, so no more
about that here. At least | was able to use the lounge tables the way | wanted to: disghlayd current
zines,have a Fan Funds table, thehifted to Plan Bfeinzine lounge as informal fawistorical display)
when the demonstrations felipart. The WOOF collation wentll, thank Great Roscoe, even if the final
assembly was problematdue to some format differences among the contributions. Still, | felt all
weekend as if my efforts seemed, well, pathetic and minimal compared to what others have done in
past WorldCon fanzine lounges. It bothered me a great deal, and still does.

Additionally, the LSC3 experience cemented a 1@mnm feeling | have held about myself as some kind
of 02y @Sy GAz2zy 2NBIFYAT SNY AGQa y2iG YSo ¢KIG A& y2i

gopher, panelist, bartender, badgdgecker manningar8 A & G NI G A2y 2 Ndamobntdf SNRa (I
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my professional careesothat in my hobby interest, science fiction fan activiigL. NS I £ f 8o R2y Q{ &
be botheredby that kind of crapProducing fanzines is one thing, writing the occasional article and

letters of comment are other things | enjoy, but other than those activities, running a convention or

being a sullepartment head ataconisnotmy3d 2 F | I GAy3 | D22R ¢CAYS® h2L
So when | think back about this World Science Fiction Convention just pagsesierall assessment of

Al Aa  NBaz2dzyRAYy3I daaSKI Al ola FENRIKGE ngrl Ayt el o

the fanzine loungelNow, believe it or not | can accept thiecause | had assumed thagntle of
responsibility. This, howeveR2 S& y 20 KSt L) [ ffSP8Saas KKl PSSE a g ard
explains why | feel this way. Therefore, nevepext metorun g & O 2 y Zényine lo@ngeagain.
Period.

Now watch. Some convention committee is going to ask me to be their fan guest of honor, which comes
with all sorts of responsibilities and commitmentsS I K>~ NRA I K (*do* dlltha!A F L QR NBI [ f
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Steampunk Acceleration

More and more, Valerie and | have been getting into the Steampunk moveiatit. that may not be
completely accurate, but we both enjoy the creative side of Steampteriture, its fashions, and

‘ music. | am not a costume designer nor a talented
aSlyaiNBaa tA1S It SNAS> o pzi
in the ensembles she has created for me. Besides
that, creating a character to go with the costume is a
bit of awritingchaby 23S (G KIF 4§ Q& Fdzyz | yR
a hamc a trait | freely admit to, which explains my
YdzAAOlf FyR GKSIFOGNROFE yI (dzNE
. of studenfcommunity theater playsg; it isfun to be
in character for a short while.

As it turns out, there arquite a few Steampunk
groups in Texashe notable ones that we have been
in contact with are Airship Isabella (the Houston
chapter), Texas Steampunk (Houston and San
Antonio), Steampunk lllumination Society (Dakast
Worth), and some others. We met mbers of these

{ at the World Conventionandmeandered oveto the
Steampunk Ball late Sunday night, Sept.after the
Hugo Awards Ceremony, which we had attended
our formal Steampunk attiret KSy i GKAA& &[SI 1
finished Texas Renaissance FestiValerie and |




participated in the Steampunk Invasion of the TRF last month, which was a blast. We hooked up with a
group of the Houstorsteampunk people we originally met in San Antonio, and that was fun. The
weekend before that was the Hallowe&pookacular Soirée that our Friday night magt group put
together/hosted, and Val and | wore one of ather Steampunk costumes. Mine even won an award!

Go figure. Anyway, upcoming on Saturday DecembBrdbdvn in Giddings, Texas is the Weird West

Fest, an entire day of Steampunk events, panels, displays, guests, and concerts held in a restored 1880
train depotand in other old buildings circa 190Dhis event was originally scheduled for DecemBer 7

but was pushed back a week due to the massive cold front that brought severe winter weather through
most of the continental United States, and the real good news is that nearly every single one of the
guests, vendors and performing groups were able to rescleetbustill be there. All except for Joe
Lansdale*grumph* But hey, his daughter Kayla Lansdale, who is a wonderful singer, will still be there,
az GKIFGQa | LI aSteampans wain {s 2hudgingirighfayongl and we aré defindely
enjoying the ride. The scenery is delightful!

Who is in this issue

Bill Fischer

After a lengthy absence, our favorite lab assistant Figby returns in a newlisianjHis creator has been
0dzae RdzO1AYy3 GAYGSNI ai2N¥a dzLJ A)yuddihgagabst theicbld, o dzi
wintry air slamming against the walls, he can always draw up some more of these Figby cartoons.

Valerie Purcell

My wife returns with a portfolio of the different filters she used after painting/sculpting the cover for
thisyeaQa&a 2 hhC O2fttlGA2Y G [2YyS{0dFINI 2y o® ¢KS 2NA]
home, and is one of the best things she has created, In My Humble Opinion. There will be much more
work of hers in these pages in the future, that | assure you.

Steve Stiles

As always, Mr. Stilesnot to be confused with The Phenom A.J. Styles, the pro wrestler on TNA Impact
Wrestlingg provided a bodyslam of a cover foAskance Truth be told, when | asked Steve the month
before the WorldCon if hewouldbewih y 3 G2 R2 | O20SNE KS 4layQi a
turned out he had this piece in his files, so he quickly adapted ivaital here it is, gracing the front of

this issue.

Walt Wentz

Here is a new name to appear in these pages. Walt is a friend of Taral Wayne, who sent me this
LI NI A Odzf F NJ F NILAOES 2y 21 0GQa 0 Bskandewlldkevise &npylity R A (i
a! / 2YLX FAy(d atticldthatyl®dccovar@ subjecowNiwhigh most fans are familiar.

This fanzine supports Kansas City in 2016, New Orlans in 2018 & Curt Phillips for TAFF.
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LONESTARCON 3
ASSESSMENT
TEST

Summer Term, 2013:; Fanac 101 Final Exam
INSTRUCTIONS

Using a #2 penog no ink pens allowed! mark your AccuScan |
form with the choice that best answers thatiestion. If you .
make an error and wish to change your answer, thoroughly = =
erase your original marking, otherwise the scanner will pick JE )@

)

both markings and that will count as a wrong answer. There Tsw,"“' * Q@ S
. . . @ s o
a 30 minutetime limit.

Grading Scale: a = 1 point hsdnts c=3points d=4 points e =5 point®otalpoints scale after the
test.

Good luck

1) Overall, how would you rate this WorldCon?
a. Super! b.Avesome! c.Okay,lguess dd YSK&hKXZ Y& KSI RXH

ed G KNBWS

2) 126 AYLENIFYyG G2 &2dz A& AG GKFG  22NIR/2Yy @
a. very important c. not important at all
b. somewhat important dRSTAYS da2yS RIFI&dQa RNROSE

I &&E GRNMRA y20 (22 Ylyeo

3) How many programming events did yaant to attend at LoneStarCon 3?
a. All of them b.21-30 c. 1320 d. 1-10 e.none, actually

4) How many programming events did yaatually attendduring LoneStarCon 3?
a. 1-10 b.1220 c.2%30 d. all of them e. | never made it out of the bar

5) Did you enjoy visiting the Fanzine Lounge during the WorldCon?
a. Yes, very much b. yes, itwasokay O® Y S K Xd. there was a Fanzine Lounge?

FNDR& ! NI { K2gK
aa Rd YSKX

6) 1 29 ¢g2dA R &2dz N* S GKAa &
a. Super! b.Avesomé cQ leXxX L 3dz

) U

It is a proud and lonely thing to be a fan. At least, it used to be.

(7))



7) Check all that applyWhich Guest of Honor did you get to meet?
a. Joe Lansdale b.James Gunn c. Ellen Datlovd. Norman Spinrad e. Leslie Fish

8) wikiS GKS 5&LoheStNRan3wz 2Y
a. Extensive, but not enough pulps c. Extensive, but not enough comic books
b. Extensive, but not enough books d. Extensive, but not enougihiny things
S® ¢ KSNB gdRaonE? Mot fike dn&inBrie hangar.
9) Do you prefer World Science Fiction Conventions to havet@oi of programming format, or
the current multitrack programming format?

a. one-track b. multitrack  c. either one d.doesitmatter? S & L Qf 0SS A

10) Which of thefollowing historical sites in San Antonio, Texas, did you get a chance to visit?

a. The Alamo c. the Mexican Consulate
b. La Villita d. The Riverwalk

e. WatMart

FAN
LOUNGE

11) How many fanzines did Chris Garcia produce during the WorldCon?
a 1 b. 2 c.3 d. 4 e. do his tweets count as zines?

lmmmm,

12) How many people did Chris Garcia hug dutireg\WorldCon?
a. Atleast 10 c. At least 30
b. Atleas 20 d. At least 40
e. What was theO 2 yfigaBattendance figure?

13) How manypanel discussiongid you attendqnote: not a repeat of question 4)
a. 1-10 b. 1120 C. 2125 d. over 25 e. none: | was in the bar

14) On how many panel discussions were you aipigant?
a. none, nobody asked me c.4-6
b. 1-3 d. over 6 | think they all blur together
€. just one, if you count the egoing bar discussicabout whither fandom




15) What is the 52-1 rule forattending a WorldCon?

a. Five hours of sleep, two meals, one shower each day

b. Five catnaps, two trips through the consuite for snacks, one shower each day

c. CAGS LI LISNbIOl1az Go2 KINRO2OSNRIZI 2y S | dzi i
shower, too

d. Packive funny tshirts, two pars of underwear (optionalpne pair of jeansdoes
swimming in the hotel pool count as bathing?

e. Five beers, two mixed drinks, one meal each ¢lai, was | supposed to shower, too?

16) Estimate how many miles you may have walked duttiegcourse of the World Convention.
a. Less than threeiles c.l developed legramps around 6 PM each day
b. threeto six miles, atleast R® hE&@3ISyH bSSRXY2NBX2E&3Sy
S ® énding myi hospital bill to Ben Yalow (LSC3 budget director)

17) Were you able to watch James Bacon wax and twiddle his moustache?
a. Yes Db.No c.lmissed that program item d. That was on the program?  ehy®

18) How many of your friends were you able to meet during the course of the WorldCon?
a. a handful c. about a dozen
b. quite a few d. most of them
e. all of them; everyone was in the bar

19) Rate the main hospitality suite (it was in the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel, rooms 18 & 19 on the
Mezzanine level).

Wellstocked well-attended good conversations: golly, it was swell!

Not enough gluteffree food, otherwise it was okay

Adequately stocked, ovasrowded at times, needed more beer

Adequate food and drinkbuttoo farto walkfrom the Motel 6 where | was staying

Why shaild | care? | was in the bar the whole weekend

® o0 oo

20) Do you believe that it was A Good Idea to block all the parties on floors 33 to 37 in the Marriott
Rivercenter Hotel?
c. Yes, that made it easier to meet people
Yes, that made it easier to check out the biddiagties
Yes, that made it easier to partyawl
No, the fun should have been spread out through both main hotels
Look, | keep telling you | was in the bar all weekend!

~ 0 o

=

21) Do you know how to fix a manual typewriter?
a 2 KFiQa | (G@8LIS¢gNRGSNXK c No
b. Which computer model is that? Rd L GKAYy]l &az2x
e.Indeed | canDid you bring mimeo stencils?




22) Which Hugo Award categories did you vote in?
a. All of them, and indiscriminately, too
Only the oneg was familiar with
Only the ones my friends were nominated in.
Just the Doctor Who category.
b2ySd ¢KSeé al@ay.Qd YI dGSNI
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23) Did you attend the Masquerade/Fancy Dress contest?
a. Yes! | never miss this event. c. Yes, but | could barely see the costurfiesn my seat
b. No, | never attend this event. d. No, but | saw the costumes posted on Facebook
e. No, but I really liked the hall costumes | saw all weekend.

24) Which of the following concerts did you attend during LoneStarCon 3
a. John Purcell b. Steve Brust c. Leslie Fish  d. Bland Lemon and the Lema&ides
S® /2yOSNIAK !'dG F 22NIR/2yKH adzaAaAO 4 | NB2

25hi1leéd LQY 3F2Ay3 G2 Fa] e2dz (KA a ciéneelFistigry K2 g ¢
Convention in San Antonio, Texas, a.k.a. LoneStarCon 3?
a. Awesome! b. Super! c. It was alright. d. Meh, it could have been better.
S® aé KSIFIRQA adGAff KdNIAy3a GKNBS Y2yiaKa f

TOTAL POINTS SCALE:

Using the points scale given at the beginnifighe testc here itisagairf 2 NJ @ 2dz f I T & 2 dzi &

attention or fdlow instructions (a = 1 point bpdints c=3%oints d=4 points e =5 pointsiotal up
your answer points and apply that total to the following grading scale:

1-25 points = You are a helpless neofan for taking this quiz seriously.
26-50 points = Seriously, you need to get to more world conventions.
51t p LRAyGa T h{il&Z GKSNBQa K2L)S T2

76-100 points = Not bad. Care to write a con report for my zine?

100-125 points = You, my friend, are a trufan.

ORi ch, yotuher ecnteanbb ehrat s! 0O
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A Complaint to Hanes

as dictated toWalt Wentz

Dear Whomever Reads This First:

If you are a Female, especially a young Female, please pass this along to some Male or other
in your Office. This Letter is about Male stuff, and | don't want to cause any embarrassment to any
Female, especially a young Female of the opposite sex. Thank you kindly.

Dear Ed:

Pardon me if | call you Ed, because | don't know your actual real Naaaeisbaufriendly
kind of a Name, and | want to keep this Friendly and not cause any Hard Feelings. This is a
Complaint, but you most likely have not got anything to do with what caused it so | got nothing
against you personally.

Now Ed, | been wearingafies jockey undershorts since | was a pup, and they always gave
me good service up to now, and any time | switched Brands | regretted it, because those other
Makes just didn't give me the same Support or Convenience, if you know what | mean and | think
youdo Ed.

So just lately | had to retire a bunch of my old Underwear, and | looked around the stores
until i found a batch of Hanes undershorts, and | bought them. | have always wore a 34 waist and
these just said "Medium," but they also said "Our Modb@ahte," so | thought they must be
O.K.

So | took them home and tried wearing them, but they have been a considerable Letdown,
so to speak. Now you know Ed, that the old Hanes jockey undershorts have a bit of stretch down
where it matters most, and tegholes are just tight enough to keep Things from shifting around
or getting Loose. But these new ones were made of some thin and flimsy stuff that was too flabby
one direction, but in the other direction it didn't have no more Give in it thanafliAm the
legholes were so stretchy that they wouldn't hold up adowsePillow.

in




| just want to give it to you man to man, Ed, friendly like. Five minutes after you put them
on, these undershorts let your Family Jewels draggle down one ledeaingoand your Willy
hang down the other leg.

This is not only Uncomfortable Ed, it is Undignified. When you are in some Public
Convenience and you need to dump some Water Ballast in a hurry, and you have got to claw
frantically around in there tg to untangle your Willy from that mess of flabby Fabric, it aint a
pretty sight, Ed. The other Customers might look at you like you are Peculiar, or maybe have got
Hornet loose in your Jeans.

| see from the printing on the inside that these new Hadesshorts are "Made in Viet
Nam." | got nothing against the Namese Ed, but | guess these undershorts must have been made
some little Namese schoolgirl, that is paid a nickel an hour and has got no more Idea of Male
Anatomy than Adam's Ox does.

Whatever happened to that tough old gal from the TV ads, that used to say, "They don't sa
Hanes, until | say they say Hanes," while she stretched and twisted the undershorts? She looked
she had been through the Mill and knew a thing or two Ed, bubé&dmasome time since | saw
her, so | guess she might have retired or been laid off. But | think if the Company could bring her
back, teach her a few words of Viet Nam talk and ship her over there to Supervise the Works, it
would be doing a great favoiSoffering Mankind, namely Me.

Now | know you don't own the Company, Ed, and have probably got no say in the Hiring
and Firing end of the Business, so | just got a personal favor to ask of you. If you could just quietly
slip me the Names of some Outtitat still sell the old dependable type of Hanes undershorts,
waist size 34 or thereabouts, I'd be eternally Grateful.

But if the good old Hanes stuff just aint being made at all any more, | know you must be a
Man of the World Ed, so | would appreciaiieyiou would, strictly on the Q.T. of course, let me
know any other Brand that you have found that won't Let you Down when you have got to stand v
and speak a Piece at some Formal Meeting, or when you are Under Pressure in the John, and hg
to unlimberyour Apparatus before it is entirely Too Late.

Respectively,

Artemus Ward the 7 ™

Suppose you were an idiot, and suppose you were a
member ofCongress; but | repeat myself.

Mark Twain
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Portfolio:
WOOF 2013 covers

Artwork by Valerie Purcellcomments by John Purcell

This is the original artwork for the cover for the WOOF collation held on Sunday, September 1, 2013, at
LoneStarCon 3 in San Antonio, TexXdy. wife Valerie created this first as a painting, which she had
begun a few years ago, but finished it for thi$ y§X2 & whénHh &ked her to do the cover. So she
agreed. The original painting was on display in the LoneStarCon 3 art show all daékeithe Big
Reveal at the Fan Fund Delegates Reception on Thursday night in the cortssitased on a

medievd tapestry depicting a fox hunt that she found in an art bqdKorget the title and the

2NR IAY I ¢whiihingpiie® t doyher Wterpretation of that piec€irst, Vaplaced &




