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The readers of DNQ might just be interested in learning what
immense labours go into the creation of these dozen-odd pages you
grab eagerly from your mailbox every month. And then again,
maybe not. But I'll tell about it anyway...

Work on each issue of DNQ is done in bits and pieces throughout
the entire month preceding press date. The address and subscrip-
tion file is updated continually as new subscriptions and renewals
come in; news is collected from letters, fanzines, specific news
reports and releases that we receive, and conversatins throughout
the month. Artwork is xerox-reduced if necessary, and electro-
stencils made, whenever convenient., At cons we hustle subscrip-
tions and negotiate for twiltone at reascnable prices.

About two weeks before the press date, we start writing up the
news items, reviews and longer articles for the issue. At about
that time, also, CoAs, trades and complimentary copies are
entered on the address file, thé master label pages updated and
xeroxed onto blank labels, and labels typed for those not on the
masters. This is the point where it begins to seem like work.

Perhaps a week before press date, Taral gives me the rough copy
for his items, that issue's artwork, and a suggested list and
ordering of the contents. As a rule, I type the stencils, mostly
because of better speed and the Selectric. Still, the DNQ tasks
are not inflexibly the province of either Taral or me; in most
cases either one of us can do any of the work involved. Both of
us have somewhat distinctive design preferences that are indica-
tive: interior pages with broken-line underscoring for "Orator™
headings in two-column format are my particular trademark, but
the front page and mailing label section are generally always
laid out by Taral. Stencil preparation takes about three or four
hours on good nights for typing, longer otherwise.

Press date, usually the second Saturday of a month, is when it all
comes together for fun and games, or in some cases, when a mimeo
misbehaves, a cuss-out session. Janet and Bob Wilson come along
to help out, everyone brings food and records, and we hope that
printing doesn't start too late to get the collating done before




