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POLICY., Me dn not attempt to give comprehensive coverage
nf fandom so much as hope to add another dimention to the
sarvices provided by other newszines. The exotic or outre
or mythic properly belong in our pages, though we will
never hesitate to stoop to vulgar scooping of more secular
news {f the opportunfty presents itself. To be perfectly
honest, we aim to please ourselves, and in so doing bring
pleasure to other fans and friends who are our readers. If
our editorial aim seems a trifle erratic, the purpnse 1s
the same. If we raise anticipation rather than dissatis-
faction, we must he doing something right..,
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TAFF TUSHY! ~ EDITORIAL: TARAL

Who's running for TAFF this year? Terry
Hughes. We all know that, but who knows
who else is running this year? |1'm not
sure either, and |'m beginning to think
that in spite of all the formalities,
the real answer is no one. Perhaps
Terry is the best candidate. | would
probably vote for him myself, conside-
ring his accomplishments and good nature.
And it seems that he of all North Ameri-
can fans is perculiarly dear to British
fen, making him a superb choice for
1979, the year of the World Science Fic-
+ion Convention in Brighton, England.
The British sentiment in this regard is
in no way unclear, And it is this power-
ful expression of sentiment that makes
me feel uncomfortable. |t hardly seems
that there is any support for the other
TAFF candidates on this side of the
ocean, but if there is one, just one
British fanzine that has anncunced sup-
port of anyone other than Terry Hughes,
F've yet to hear of it. 1| don't think
there is. The impression |'m getting
from this wall of solidarity is that
British fandom is not merely stating its
preference. The constant repetition of
Hughes for TAFF, Hughes for TAFF, Hughes
for TAFF, is beginning to sound more
like a preference that it be nobody else,
which is an entirely different attitude.
The feeling | get is that if any of the
other candidates were, by some fluke of
the universe, to beat Terry in the TAFF
race, that British fandom simply would
not be interested in the winner. In-
stead of voting for Terry Hughes, are
the British voting against Suzle Tomp-
kins and Fred Haskell, who are, affer
all, mere oscure American fans in the
British scheme of things? Probably not.
The race is an unequal one, and largely
because of the rift beftween British and
North American fandom that Terry alone
of the candidates bridges, making the
qual ifications of fthe others almost
irrelevant. That's what bothers me.
More than any other recent event, the
victory of Terry Hughes in this year's
race will demonstrate British fandom's
distance from us.

in the meantime, you might think of
voting Hughes for TAFF,..




