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| 61 1 st art onfeé culpahEven thoughd do@ includeta letteis column My
Back Pagesl do get mail In fact, | was taken to task, recently, by a friend who was wondering
if his letterof commenhad ended up in the round file. Baant to reassure those who have
taken the time and effort to write that | do rg@adir correspondencelhank you, and |
appreciatehefeedback even if | am sometimes not very good at aclaugirg it

Anyway,fi ft een i ssues into the run, | fMBPure it ¢
is, and also what it is notiitdSs ramntdryc sipwe kd c
previously published writings thatismasqu adi ng as a fanzine. As su

have a letters columinmy intention, someday, is to publish a eféfanzine that includes the

best of the letters that | received during the rAs.for howMBPi s bei ng publ i shed,
an ezine that is part of thefanzines.conwebsite. | have gerysmall print run, about 15

hardcopiegper issue Theseare mostly intended as trades for the few printed fanzines that |

receive and for a couple of people who review fanziexd alsoone fa my sister Bethwho is

the reason | started doing collections of my writings in the first place

Meanwhile, another holiday season is uponksr most people it will extend only to New
Year 6s Day, but for my wif etfulNweekkniJanmarydWeme , i t
always use that week for a midwinter vacation in New York difyst year, as you will read, we
had a helluva time there.

Rich Lynch
Gaithersburg, Maryland
DecembeR015
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| t dHelluvaTown

Prolog: Whatdéds in a Name?

It might seem contradictory but of all of the Broadway
theatres in New York (and there are about 40 of them), only
very few are actually locatezh Broadway. Tl Lyric 2
Theatre isa caseinpoini t 6 s o A Sttt saitbout 4 2 :
bl ock from The Great Whit
Broadway theatres, seating
reason for that. The Lyric has only been in existence sinc
thebegi nning of 1997, and it .
built on the site ofwo much older theatres that had fallen = Il esagm [ :
into disrepair and had been condemned. The architects, \ i - /
their credit, kept and resM
design elemenisome of them truly glorious. {7,

The Lyric has only had that name since March 2014.
Before that it was the Foxwoods Theatre, and before that
Hilton Theatre, and befot@atthe Ford Center for the
Performing Arts. Productions staged in these previamse [
incarnations of the theatre have included musical adaptatlbns
of Young FrankensteiandSpiderMan: Turn Off the Dark
In fact, the Lyric, under its present name, has so far hosted
only a single Broadway productio®n the Towpand on the =
evening ofTuesday, Janua§", Nicki and | were there to o
see it. But first there h inside the Lyric Theatre obstac

Naptown

Annapolis, Marylandis a pleasant place to spend a day, even
in lateDecember. Nicki and | were there ten days before our
New York rip, and it was mostly, until late in the afternoon, a
very fine day in some unseasonably warm weather.

Annapolis dates back to the ril&00s, founded by Puritans
from Virginiads eastern shore whoy
under the Anglican Church whietas dominant there at that
time. During the 1700s, Annapolis was an administrative capital
of the British midAtlantic colonies and after the American
Revolution it became Maryl andds ¢
capital that was also, briefly, the Unit8tates capital (in 1783
and 1784). The Maryland State House, which dates back to
1772, is the oldest state capitol building in continuous use, and it
was the place where, in 1783, George Washington resigned his
commission as Commandigr-Chief of the Cotinental Army.

Maryland State House

The Maryland General Assembly was not in session that late
in the year so there was not much of a crowd inside the State House. And we immediately



observed that I
big. The Senate and House of
Delegates chambers are thegest
rooms in the building and each is i
work of art, or whatever the
architectural equivalent is. There s
are arches and columns that framg
viewing galleries, and each
chamber also has a grand Tiffany
style skylight.

There was a lot more to see inji&
Annapolis than just the State :
House. | was amused to learn tha
all the locals refer to the city as ;

6 Na pt ownd, as i _ Hl\/lavrylinols HOLieevof Delegates Chamber

from a serene and sleepy community as can be. The city center, where Main Street meets the
Chesapeake Bay waterfront, waeming with people.

The waterfront area is also the location of the United

States Naval Academy, but we were more interested in
experiencing some of the history of the city through its
architecture. One of them was just up the street from the
entrancdo the Naval Academi the Hammond

Harwood House, which was constructed in 1774 and was
described by Thomas Jefferson
beauti ful doorway in Americao.
home of Jeremiah Townl ey Chasce
delegates to #hContinental Congress of 1783, and later

on his descendants. I'tds now
i n B o bGuMe tb Hisboec Homes of Amerida/

series. Nicki and | took advantage of a fascinating docent

tour of the place, and it was like steppinglaards in

time to discover what life was like when the United

States was young.

Alas, Nicki and | are also no longer young. Even
though wedre a | ong way from I
certainly not nearly as spry as we were when we
published our first fanzireeback in the 1970s. That may
have been a contributing cause of what happened on our walk from the HasHarsvabd
House back to the city center . -p&Vedcsikewalldi dn ot
tripped and fell flat on her face. Ithappe d s o suddenly she didnodét ev
brace her fall with her arms. It was really scary and she was in so much pain that at first |
t hought sheb6d broken a cheekbone. I f that ha
New York trip bu it turned out that the only lasting damage was to her eyeglasses, which were
ruined. Even that might have caused us to cancel out of going to New York, but she found an
older set that worked well enough and the optician was able to beat its estigettengna new
set made.

t he A neoustti fbuel door we
at the Hammond-Harwood House



Polar Vortex Redux

We were hoping the unseasonably
warm weather from late December woulc
persist into Janua
happened. Instead, there was another o
those frosty polar vortexes like what we
enduredinlasf ear 6s trip .
Half a week out from our departure day e
the weather forecast had called for a
chance of snow. One day out that had =
changed to about an inch accumulation i s
the early morning. We awoke on the
morning of our departure to find theras
a brisk snowstorm in progress with two
inches already down on the ground. It
wasnodét a huge snowl™
happened during the morning rush hours
was more than enough to completely
disrupt traffic patterns. What should hav snarled traffic on the morning of January 6%
been about a 45 mitaitrip to the Amtrak
parking garage at BWI Airport took nearly 22 hours. We missed our train.

It could have been a lot worse, of course. We were not involved in a traffic accident, and
once we finally made it to the Interstate it was a relativelydgtéaslow drive to the airport. It
cost about an extra $80 to get the Amtrak tickeisseed for a later train but it would have been
more than that had not we both
. been eligible for seniors discounts.
By the time we reached our hotel in
Times Squaré was nearly
4:00pm, and the TKTS discount
Broadway tickets booth had
already been open for about an
8 hour. But then our luck finally
changed.

| have become firm believer
that karma exists and that it is
inevitably a zeresum game. In the
end, sobnysanachgood
luck or bad luck that can descend
on you until something occurs to
of fset the streak.
happened. It turned out that not
only were haHprice tickets still available fobn the Townthere were some realjjpodones to
be had. A block of them had become available sometime around 4:00pm and when we got ours
we found that they were second row, center.

at the TKTS ticket booth in Times Square

at TKTS too early and we woul dndét have gotten



Celebs On Stage

Wetook in fourBroadway shows during our
New York trip, all of them themed in some way
about the city.On the Towrwas an entertaining
restaging of the Leonard Bernstddetty Comden
Adolph Green classic 1944 musical comedy about
three sailors with a 2hour shore leave in New York|
and wanting to experience the city in the fullest.
And they do, complete with the requisite
misadventures and romances.

There werenét any Onel €
the Town but there was no lack of them in the othe
threeshows that we saw. The very next evening
enjoyed another revival, of a nonusical this time.
It was George S. K ayowd m:
Canot Tak esefirt NeWYotklduringsha =
middle of the 1930s and filled with engaging
charactersl t 6s a comedyinabo
progress between the son of an upgass family
and the daughter of an eccentric tinkerer who
manufactures fireworks in the basement of his home.
What put it on our shortlist for this trip was the cas
which was headlied by the great James Earl Jones
and also featured Richard Thomas. That, and its
pedigred’ its original Broadway production back in outside the Lyric Theatre on January 6"
1936 won a Pulitzer Prize and was the inspiration of
a 1938 movie adaptation directed by Frank Capra that went on thevidest Picture Academy
Award.

The other nommusical we took inl t 6 s O n Wwag onahe fnlal w#ening of our trip and
had an equally stellar cast that included F. Murray Abraham, Stockard Channing, and Martin
Short. But this one was a modatay canedy and it was so filled with contemporary in
groupish references about Broadway and New Yo
staged in a different city. The plot hinged around what happened at the reception following what
turned out to be disastrous opening night for a new Broadway play. It was all a bit too much
6metad for my taste and t hewasentarrainirgteeenthough bi t
the actors were much better than the material they had to work with.

There vas one other show we saw, another musical, on owtodas$t evening in the city.
And we had some angst over deciding which one to Gabaretwith Alan Cumming was
nearing the end of its run, Idina Menzel was still headlififidnen and |Tas/Awagde ar 6 s
winner, A Gent |l emands Gui gdwasstillon ptodustien. Bubhvee dédided tha r
we probably woul dndt hififTheai fb ereant afldr tMerntz @ In@ s ry
we learned that lower level seats were not availabl&fe nt | e me nod \sere Gaats afny
kind for Cabaret So, i n the end we decided what
Honeymoon in Vegas |l td6s a musi cal adaptation of
the role of the casino boss theds played by James Caan in the movie. And Danza really is an

he |
he

t
t 1



entertaineil he can sing and dance, and he was visibly enjoying himself on stage. The show was
still in previews and it seemed obvious that it needed tightening in a few places, but making a
musical out of what had been a popular comedic movie really worked and | expect it will have
enough legs to still be there a year from now when Nicki and | are next in town.

Zero the Hero and Other Exhibitions

The cold weather severely limited
whatwe could do during our stay in the
city. Being outdoors for very long was
pretty much a nosstarter, but there
were alternatives. Aestionof 5
Avenue that borders Central Park from
82"to 108" Streets is known as the
OMuseum Mil eblesstnd t here are at
nine notable museums and galleries in
that stretch. So we visited The
Guggenheim, which in its permanent
collection includes works by Dali,
Cézanne, Degas, and Van Gogh. But

A\

The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum

most of the museum was taken up by a large

1950s6 0 s 0, -gande exteradedtmultimedia
display that emphasized visual texture and motion
more than structure and appearance. The title of the

of artists in the 195660s that orighated the

movement. As for me, a little modernism goes a long

way, and this turned out to be way, way too much. In

the end, the star of the show was the museum itself.

i The Frank Lloyd Wright design, with its huge atrium
and continuous spiral ramp fratime ground to the top
level, had caused some architecture critics to write

that the building might well overshadow any exhibitions within. For this show they were right.

We did much better the next day at The
Frick Collection, housed in a converted
marsion formerly owned by early #@entury
industrialist Henry Clay Frick. He was also
an art connoisseur and spared no expense in
filling his home with major works by famous
European artis, as well as antique furniture,
sculpture, and decorative objectsthink my
favorite of all the wonderful works in the
collection is a selportrait by Rembrandt,
palnted_late in his Ilfe.- He looks very wizened Grand Stairway in the Frick Collection
and resigned, and | think | can relate to that. (the painting is a Renoir)

interior of The Guggenheim

exhibition t iowrdteTdmdirdwe r o : Cou

exhibition comes fromthesvpal | ed N Zer o Net



