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Mo Starkey gives us another pne cover
with a Tiki! Shefs always done fun stuff, and this
is one of my faves.

Of late, live been trying to relax when |
get a chance, hence slightly fewer Drink Tanks
than | like to do.That said, it always good
to relax by hanging out on my computer and
working on zines. | try to keep Exhibition Hall
on its schedule, and of late Journey Planet has
been easy, largely because Pete Young is work-
ing his own brand of magic on the layout! The
last time he did that, back in the early part of
2009, he did the layout for my favorite issue of
any zine in 2009. Hefs a good guy, a guy | re-
ally admire, though live never been able to get
anywhere near the level of his layout genius.

It should be a very good issue, all the
pieces live seen are amazing, especially the ones
from folks like Alistair Reynolds, Jean Martin,
Steven Silver, and Ang. It always makes me hap-
py to see good folks who you donit often see
or who you might see in one or two specipc
venues going wider. It makes me happy that we
keep up on Journey Planet. | really do love it.

NASFiIC is just around the corner and
[im runnign the Fanzine Lounge. Itis going to
be a good time. [im especially excited that il
be getting ot hang with my good pals like Joe
Major,Warren Buff and Mr. Bacon.

Which reminds me that | do have an
ofpcial proclamation: from here forward, James
Bacon is Special Edition Editor of The Drink
Tank! Youill hear mor eon this soon, especially
starting with our Train Issue II!

| hope he doesnit mind that. | probably
should have mentioned that to him prst...

OK, on to LoCs, people!

T e

Letter Graded Mail

sent to garcia@computerhistory.org
by my gentle readers

Art by Mo Starkey!
Let us begin with the words of my pal and
yours...John Purcell!!!

Sheesh, it has been forever it seems since
| last wrote a loc. That means itls time to get
back into the swing of things, especially in the
month before | begin working on the next issue
of Askance. In this spirit, herefs a brief Lloyd Pen-
ney-style loc (I havenit written one of those in a
long time, either).
| canit think of the last LoC | wrote (lim
guessing it was to Relapse, but it might have
been to Banana Wings).

DRINK TANK #252: It is always interest-

ing to read your Hugo issues, Chris, and | really
liked the format youive chosen this year. Having
one particular issue focusing on the pve nomi-
nated novels is a good idea, and the contributors
you have in here are wonderful.

That was Jamesi idea and | think it really
works well. We tried it out with the Clarkes
and it went so well, we used it again! | was
shocked that we got such great folks in the
zine!

Let it be known that | have not read any

of these books. Still, an issue like this helps to
educate me as to which of these novels would
be worth reading. China Mieville has been get-
ting so much press these past couple of years
that | am depnitely interested in reading The
City and the City. The Moorcock and Weston
reviews also helped convince me to acquire and
read it. Other than that, | have no experience
in reading Mieville. The other two books that
your review issue has spurred me to read are
Palimpset and Boneshaker. They are both inter-
esting concepts, and Joe Major has me wonder-
ing about Boneshaker since | recently read FA.
Javoris The Rim-World Legacy; Joe informed me
(on FaceBook) that the ending of Boneshaker
is very reminiscent of the Javor book. Now, |
enjoyed The Rim-World Legacy, so this has me
curious. Besides, | would like to read some cur-
rent Steampunk novels, and Cheri Priestis book
sounds like a good one to try.
Cherils stuff is gateway Steampunk: itis so
pure Steampunk that it leads you to the
other stuff. lid say the only better book
to start with would be The Anubis Gates.
Mievilleis awesome.The City & The City is a
great book, but Perdido is the peak.



One other thing: you called Besteris clas-
sic The Demolished Man a Cyberpunk story, and
| have to admit, the description pts. One of the
best books | have ever read, depnitely.And thank
you for the year-by-year capsule reviews of the
Hugo Novel winners. That was a nice touch.
| was tempted to do a My Year-By-Year Per-
sonal Hugos, though now | can save it for
next year!

DRINK TANK #253: A very striking

cover, and sets the tone for the issue nicely.Who
did it? | couldnit pnd the artistis name anywhere
in the ish, and | admit to only glancing through
the zine for the name.
Iim trying to pgure that out again. | sent out
a call on DeviantArt for photos of Trains and
Train Stations. This is from a Russian Train
station, but for some reason, | canit pnd it. |
think ités on one of my thumbdrives that live
left in various pants pockets. | wanna say itis
from St. Petersburg. Brad Foster asked the
exact same thing.

Ghost Groups on the Internet. Why
the heck not? | sometimes watch those shows
on the Travel Channel and SyFy just because |
think theyire silly and entertaining (and stupid,
especially Most Haunted, perhaps the stupidest
paranormal show ever aired). This little article
reminded me of our house in Marshalltown,
lowa, which was built in 1904, and the front
parlour room (which Val and | used as our bed-
room) was where the original owneris body lay
in state in something like 1917. Once in a while
weld get that owhat was that?0 feeling in various
rooms of the house, especially the big upstairs
room and the basement. It was a cool old house,
but we never really considered it haunted, just

creepy sometimes simply because it was almost
a century old when we bought it.

Therels an Indiana Library that has a ghost
cam thatis fun. People capture weird images
sometimes.

Taral Waynefs article is interesting. Funny

thing, ever since | lost out on this yearis DUFF
race | have lost interest in Aussiecon 1V, too,
but still interested a bit since | have so many
friends/acquaintances Down There. | know
| will probably follow assorted Livelournal
and FaceBook entries during the worldcon,
including the Hugo Awards, but for the most
part, live lost the that worldcon vibe since
May. Of course, | have been busy since then,
which can account for this, too.
It sucks because live always wanted to
go to Australia, the Cats are up near the
top of the Footy ladder, itid be a chance
to meet all sorts of folks live only read
about (especially William Wright and
Ditmar) and the disappointment has
sorta caused me to tune out a little.

Tarals points about the Fan Hugos
this year are very well taken. | couldnit agree
with him more about Ditmarls name not
even being on the pnal ballot for Best Fan
Artist. That is an insult. Of all the years to
not be nominated.Well, Ditmars won many
awards over the years - even has one named
after him - but | still think that worldcon
members doing the nominating are truly
revealing their ignorance of the Fan Hugo
pelds. | donit even want to get onto the
topic of StarShipSofa - repeat after me:onot
a fanzine, not a fanzine, not a fanzine!6 - so
that little interlude there will have to suf-

pce. In short, like | said a moment ago, the vast
majority of worldcon members are very, if not
completely, ignorant of the Science Fiction FAN
pelds, and the pnal ballot lists of recent years
(and winners) are very supportive of this state-
ment. | think all we traditional, fanzine fans can
do is ignore these idiotic things and focus on the
FAANn Awards. The Hugos have their place, and
they can stay there (voted on by world conven-




tion members), but they have lost a lot of mean-
ing over the years. | think peer awarded honors
(like the Ditmars, Auroras, and FAANs) mean
more. Witness whatis going on with the Nova
Awards over in England; they came dangerously
close to extinction within the last year.

Yeah, Ditmar not being on hurt a bit...

Ah, me. It is all preaching to the choir,
| know. Speaking for myself, | think the Hugo
awards are best ignored since | honestly be-
lieve that most worldcon members donit vote
on all of the categories (compare membership
numbers against nominations and votes cast in
all award categories to see what | mean). Rather
meaningless balderdash to me.

In any event, an interesting article by
Taral, and another pne brief little issue from
you.
| really should write more. Iim slacking off!

So | guess weire on for Coryu in Sunny-
vale, CA next February. Great Ghu willing and
the inkjet cartridges donit expire, we shall see
you there.

All the best,

John Purcell
| hope youill be out for it! Weilre going to
have a blast...and [ill probably have some
sort of heart attack!

And now, the innovator of the Lloyd Penney-
Style LoC, Mr. LIoyd Penney!!!

July 22,2010

Dear Chris:

Two issues of The Drink Tank, again! This
has been habit forming. This past weekend was
one of the big conventions in town, Polaris 24, so
writing locs hasnit been top of my list of things

to do. It is now, thoughé Herels comments on
issues 252 and 253.

| heard that Polaris is a good time. | gotta
make it out there sometime!

252¢ | had a close look at the illustration of
the front coveré thats a carefully painted
photograph. | like the gears painted into the
headdress.

Rob Shields is awesome! | was looking and

the moment | saw this one, | knew | found
the winner!

The Hugosé As you can imagine, my
thoughts are on another category. Even with
the free downloads from Aussiecon, which |
know got them at least some new supporting
memberships, | simply havenit had the time to
look at any of them. This job hunt takes up a
lot of time. | will admit that | have read all the
novels you have listed, right up to 2006. | know
many dismiss the Hugos as a popularity contest,
in every category, but | think the taste of the SF
reading public is fairly good, and the best rise
to the top, and that good taste is where the
Hugos deserve their good reputation. It took
me a while to learn all about the Hugosé |
read about them with the prst anthologies my
mother brought home in the early to mid-70s, |
pnally saw them at L.A.con Il in 1984, and got to
award one last year. And now, on the ballot, and
who knows. When Cheryl Morgan won it last
year, she felt like she had become a part of SF
history, and | agree with her.

I know what you mean. Iim very worried
about how badly Fred Pohl is going to beat
us both!

| am a little surprised that with Margaret
Atwoodis attitudes towards SF, and the fact she
says sheis never written any SF, some of her
books wind up on SF lists and award ballots.
Her lack of understanding of SF, or we just like
her writing? The Paolo Bacigalupi book The
Windup Girl seems to be winning everything
in sight, same way that Neil Gaimanis The
Graveyard Book won everything in sight last
year. | asked Rob Sawyer about his chances for
the Best Novel Hugo, and he is convinced that



The Windup Girl will take it. And Joseph Majorfs
choices are an indication to me that you either
love Robis books, or hate them. Paul Kincade®s
review proves that even further.
Windup Girl is a good bet, but The City &
The City might sneak in.Wake just wasnit my
thing, and | tend to like Sawyer(s prst couple
of hundred pages.

| canit comment on Bob Wilsonis Julian
Comstock, but | did recently read Spin,and quite
enjoyed it. Like Rob, Bob also lives in the greater
Toronto area, and for some choosing between
the two is going to be a tough choice. The fact
that a steampunk novel got to the Hugo ballot
is an indicator that | am missing out on some
good steamy pction. | hope someoneis keeping
a list of all the steampunk books there are; at
this point, Id hardly know where to start. The
whole issue is a valuable primer as to where to
place your 1,2 and 3. In issue 253, you were a
little disappointed you didnit get any response; |
think the heat of this summer has kept people
away from the keyboard, for | am nearly caught
up with all the fanzines I have.
| liked Julian Comstock, though | havenit
found myself interested in rereading it. |
donit get much response in general, which
| understand is the problem of both being
too frequent for folks to keep up and being
on-line, but 252 was mentioned all over the
place and still it was just the Usuals.

Speaking of which, 253¢é | love stained
glass, so this front cover is completely
spectacular.
Seems like it was a popular cover. | liked it so
much, | loved it out of the Train issue into its
own cover place!

Kids are being taught roller derby?
Amazing. Therels enough contact sports out
there, but roller derby has to have the worst
reputation. Well, at least Evelyn will get her
exerciseé
Well, the version of Roller Derby the kids are
being taught is far less contact (no biumping,
for example) but sheis getting a heck of a
workout!

Taralls essayé yes, | have been excited
about my nomination because it is my prst one.
If  am ever nominated again, it will feel great, but
may not come close to this. | think there was
an effect of nominating Canadians because many
members of Anticipation were reminded that
they could nominate for the Australian Hugos. |
have hopes that Ditmar and Bruce Gillespie will
benept from an Australian effect, and be on the
Reno ballot for the same reasons.\We are a little
disappointed that we canit be in Australia, true.
There are pergs of being a Hugo nominee that |
wonit get because we wonit be there, but clest la
vie. The excitement, regret, duty and honouré
this proves to me that the Hugos still matter, and
they are still the big SF award.

The 2008 nomination was the one that |
loved best because it meant | could go to the
big show and enjoy the pre-Hugos party.

What do you think, a good loc this time
around? The temperatures close to 30C, or 86F,
and with the humidity, well, Iim glad Iim inside
right now, but | have to leave soon to go to
the evening job. Also, | have a job interview on
Monday!, so wish me luck.

Itis not so much the heat, itis the three-foot
long mosquitos!

Havenit heard much about any voicework

jobs, but the agency has pnished my demodisk,
and | am being pitched, so | hope to have
something to brag about with voicework soon.
(I must be tired, my spelling is getting creative.)
All done, take care, have a fun weekend coming
up, and see you with the next issue!

Yours, Lloyd Penney.
Talk on, my Canadian Cousin!




Geek TAIK

ofmur3216
Art by Ditmar!

| throw this into the public domain. Copy me; | like
to travel.

A Numbers Game Anyone Can Play

If you count the letter A as a small
integer x and put small integer y difference
between each letter so B is worth x + y etc
then the letters in Zis name adds up to 666 so
heks the Anti-Christs.

live had at least 5 well-educated
huckleberries breathlessly inform me of this
one.

People will grasp at any excuse for this
crap too. | remember when Ronald Reagan
became President of the United States. | had
people who | knew were raving atheists assure
me that Reagan was the Anti-Christ because
Ronald Wilson Reagan has six letters in each
word.

Itis all political baloney. And worse 0 a
lot worse - bad mathematics. Political baloney
we can live with. Bad math can kill you.

Geek talk

After steaming about one particular
instance of this barefoot hillbilly behavior out
of a guy with a Masters Degree in Computer
Science (Really!) | got to thinking that this

whole thing is in fact a nice problem in linear
algebra.

You see, if the name has N letters in it
and you start with the letter A as x and put a
difference of y between each letter then

Aisx+0*y,
Bisx+1*y,
Cisx + 2 *yetc.

The sum is Nx + the sum of the differences
from A times y, which we will call D.

So if the name is AB then the sum is
If there is one thing that annoys me, it the
following stupid fallacy:
2x+(0+1)*yand Dis (0 + 1) or 1.And if the
name is ABC then the sumis3X+ (0 +1*y+
2*y)and Dis (0 + 1+ 2) or 3.Get it?

We want to solve for all solutions
where x and y are integers.

Also, this forms a straight line of the
formy = Mx + B where M is the slope of the
line and B is the y intercept.

Solving for y for 666 = Nx + Dy y is (666 0 Nx)
/IDory=0N/Dx+666/D

Because all terms of 666 = Nx + Dy
are to the prst power and integer results are
desired, this is a linear Diophantine equation.

So, all we have to do to prove that
someone is Satan®s Son is to solve a linear
Diophantine equation for 666 = Nx + Dy
which shows you how reliable an indicator
THAT is.

| had this idea at least twenty-pve years
ago and | NEVER saw a computer program for
it, an article, a BBS text ple, NOTHING. So |
decided to write one in Qbasic for my state of
the art 286 running Dos 3.1 (or was it 3.3 ?) in
the early 80s.

It worked, but it used trial and error
and | didnit like that. Also sometimes it didnit
produce any answer at all and | didnit know
why.

So | recently decided to move it toVB 6
and do some research to solve it properly.

Luckily, I still had my Chemical Rubber
Company Standard Mathematical Tables 20th
Edition that | bought for Grade 13 in 1973.You
cannot get a better Geek Icon than this book, |
mean it.

Page 166 (hmmmé exactly 500
pages short of Satanis Pageé Iim sure
thatis signipcant somehow) is the section
on continued fractions d how to solve a
Diophantine equation of order 1.



First, x and y must be made relatively
prime. This is done by dividing them by their
GCD (Look it up.The algorithm is at LEAST
2,500 years old.)

You also have to divide 666 by the GCD
of x and y and guess what? If it doesnit come to
an integer your subject is bailed! No solutions
in integers!

So THATIS why my old program
sometimes delivered no answer!

Now you have to express x /'y as a
continued fraction. <q0, q1, g2 etc>These g
terms are called convergents.

The algorithm for this is pretty straight
foreword.

Divide the fraction and check the
remainder. Replace the numerator of the
fraction with the previous denominator and
the denominator with the previous remainder.
Divide again.

The convergents are the integer results
of this continued division and you quit when
the remainder is zero.

S0241/37=<6,1,1,18 > whichis6 + (1/(
1+1/(1+1/18)))

A number n is set by this procedure
that is distinct from the length of the name N.
It is four in our example as four convergent
terms were found before the remainder
zeroed.

Now what we do with these numbers is
pretty wacky.

We depne An and Bn using (I love this)
a *recursive* formula! How cool!

An = QnA(n-1) + A(n-2) and Bn = QnB(n-1) +
B(n-2)
The n, (n-1) and (n-2) terms are
subscripts and are NOT multiplied by anything.
Also - we start with term n = 0 yet use
term n-2.That implies that there are negative
terms of A and B and here they are.

A(-2) =B(-1) =0and B(-2) =A(-1) =1
(Note from April 20 2001 6 VB.NET
wont be able to run this elegant solution in itis

il

i -I;-':'
present form as

| hope Bill changes his mind on this.)

So 0 for ax + by = c when a b and
c are all integers and a and b are > zero
and relatively prime and n is the number of
convergent terms of the continued fraction x /
y, all the xis and yfs are found by these formulae

x=(-1)"(n-1) *B(n-1) *c + t * b and

it does not support the dim
(from to) statement 0 no negative subscriptseé .

y=(-1)"n*A(n-1)*cdt*a
Where " isito the power ofi and t is
any integer.

The problem is solved now. But for the
sake of convenience | solve for t with x =5 and
print the 5 before t and the 5 afterwards. That
shows all our small starting values.

| just have to say before | go that | love
this stuff. Itls so good and truthful, as opposed
to the Number of the Beast from the name
crap.

Notice that if your name is nine
digits long & or any factor of 666 - that you
automatically lose as you can set the diff to
zero and let A be the quotient of 666 and the
name length. Makes you wonder if in the old
days peoplets lives and careers were ruined
because their name added up wrongée
Be the Next Kid on Your Block with Your Own
Biohazard 5 Lab

All this and other evidence beyond the
scope of this document lead me to believe that
the highest form of human behavior is ethical
behavior. Not intellectual behavior but ethical
behavior.To decline to do wrong even if you
can get away with it.

As we become more and more
powerful in our individual scope of movement,
it is more and more imperative that we
voluntarily stop doing bad things, like packet
bombing eBay for instance.

| am not an atheist. However, | totally
dislike irrational behavior, especially among
educated people. Itis dangerous, and as
computers become more powerful, it becomes
more dangerous, as the recent DDOS Internet






