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Don’t miss the ICON 2015 Fest (29 Sep-01 Oct): http://2015.iconfestival.org.il/
The Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy 2015 2a1v@ix — aTiakn NIYTn
'Innoa 2015 jip''x 721009
72'0090 ."NIXPNOIN" XWIIN NNN MWD D"PN' DFT'RONN PNYNI NTVION ,I1I'TAN VTN 3IN 7¢ 'MYn 72T VIR
Dy N7V9 QMW YA IR DPTRON 'PNYNY NNMynl 0'ov197I 11T YTA7 NYIRIYM QTIARD T 7Y INN

D'019N VY 'KPINAXN FTAN YTAN 1910 7"INA TIAd NIIXK NI MWD DA LI9'—1'AN-7N DY ,0woInY? np'7nnn
program.iconfestival.org.il :niamrtnn N>vn'? n0'107 .AIx'Y TV

(TIVI D'wA9N ,NINRITO ,NIKXIN ,D'1"IYN DWYINR YOW) DWIN'KD NI7A D'Y'DIN ATIARD 7¢ D'WIN'RD 7D
TTIART 75 IN FRIDNT DR UKD N1 PORT 92792 INROIPT 1TV WD B 25w 29107y nbaph
Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il .p1a0%53

In keeping with‘tradition’: Shana Tova HappyNew Year 5776- 1"'ywn's 72w mw
In this issue:
1) Artificial Intelligence (AKA: Al) irecentfiims—PartV:
1 “Automata’ film (2014)
M Asimov’'s Laws, Tilden’'s Rules, and the Automata Prot

+ More next monthJ
2) SheerSciencePreempted with some interesting CyberCozen historical/hysterical facts and figures
—Leybl Botwinik (CyberCozesditor)

More Al (+ Film Reviews) — Part V

By Leybl Botwinik

Artificial IntelligencegAl) really becomes interesting when mechanical devices start resembling
humans in form, speech, and action.

Film Review: Automata (2014)
— Reviewed by Leybl Botwinik

Background:
wSt SI &SR Avtomate moviE starskoBe ofimy favorite actorsntonio Banderas

06SQf f 3S (bmantk Th& stoyy begiyis with thé bleak news (for asd our kids)
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been wiped out by extreme solar flares that have turned our planet into one large desert.

I have to stop at this point, in my relating how the story unfolds, to make a very critical

comment: The human apocalypse due to solar flares hastigally nothing to do with the main
A02NRBEAYS YR O2yOSLJiad ¢KAA A& | ad2NB | o2dzi
film could just as well have been by virtue @ick your favorite) ): atomic war, epidemic, alien

invasion, water/ai pollution, lack of fresh water, overpopulation and then sterility both running
amok,or just plainboredom, etc.). The year and background circumstances are practically
inconsequential, and theainstoryline could just as easily have been presentedhéndark

alleys of a large overpopulated city, or on some other planet.

There are some valid plot reasons for giving us a dead/desolate pjdnest think it could have

been done differentyL y FIF OGX AF @&2dzQNB 3I2 Ay Backgrdundy aty @Sy i €
leasttry to make it a social comment (e.g. a statement aga@xgtioitation, ora call to save the
SO02ft23e3x SGO0OPOY aX 2N St aS (KA adextheherafidkE ® (G KS g2

Now, Backto the Story: fact of the matter is, that ROR2 S&ay Qi g y
the robots to be able to fix themselves

Thereare only éhandful ofcities left on the else they would lose money on

planet, and about 20 million people. In maintenance fees. Big Business\ail & . Sad X

order to rebuild¢ and because of the

radiation andharsh exterior conditions, The movie begins with a scene where a

robots have been produced by the ROC police officerdoing a routine patrol in a

corporation to do the difficult and WK 2 Y St SHGTE: Its Mfféreferred

dangerous jobs. Again | commeAs far as 02 | a K SomedakrSss rabdté O

the main plotline is concerned, except for that lookslike itis fixing or altering itself. He

2yS Aaadz$S o06KAOK hmeSQf fsubsequently shoots thebot and puts N
g2NI R R2Say,androkot @S G 2 out of order. Since all the robots are under

workers and servants could just as easily the jurisdiction of the ROE&brporation
play their roles in a fully populated, but they send out their best insurance
maybe dysfunctional world (like ours). investigator Jacq Vaucan (played by
Banderas) to find out if this was in fact the
The robots have two buin laws called case At the PoliceMorgue theforensics
éSecurity Protocols @ ¢ KS T A NR U Lspecialist reports that the robot is
prevents harm to humans (supposediyis unregistered (i.eun-owned), andalso that
means that theywill alsodo their utmost to it is composed omiscellaneous partsom
protect humansfrom harm). The second other robotsc¢ both of which make it illegal,
protocol prevents them from improving (or andthat it in fact has n®" protocol. This
even fixing) themselves or other robots. is, of course, absurd as fas all involved in
This second one is very strange. OK, we the investigation are concerned. Jacq is
R2y Qi ¢ poivéredzodenb@rndad skeptical himself.

thinking robotslikea | NPZ83 @&t Q ! f G NR Y
(see previous partg) 2 NJ ¢ SNX A y I (i :Soon after, following up on some leads,

SKYNE(in an upcoming pajt but Jacq discovers another robat a

20KSNBAASE gKe OF yQi Iconstructionsite thatsets itself afire in éh 2 NJ
another robot if it can do thgob right apparent suicide move or attempt to

(what does this void the warranty)? | think WRSAGNRPE SOARSYOSQd 2 KAf S
this secondprotocolis rather addzRe Ay 33 AyudzO tbStidrj@Rs S NJF dzf Y
unimaginative. | much prefér & A YRa@<Q &  found hidden inside it. Thisecond? RS I R Q

of Robotic§¥moreon theselawslater). The robot isreactivatedby theROC
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investigating teanso thatit can be
guestionedby Jacq. The robphowever,
burns itself out rather than answer key
guestions.This is, of course, brushed off as
just a short circuit or malfunction (after all
the robot was badly damaged when it

WOl dZAKG FTANBQ Ay (KS
This raises questions of whether a

YOt 2 O a WavebdertmodiTying

robots ROCpeopla G At t OF yQil o

the robots are doing this to themselves).

The more thatlaccdigs into the issue, the
0N YISNI AG 3SGasz ogAd
& dzA Cetc R &ty to track down a lead, a
Y¢maleSE2 0 A O RIngh@&NII SNREO
is shot in the leg on purpose by the same
policeman who terminated the first robot of

the movie, in order that she leads them to

the suspected clocksmith tinkererDr.
Dupre(played by Melani&sriffith).

Jacqg and Duprkave a norconclusive,
shortdiscusgn of the 7million year

evolution of Man versuthe potential

several weeks equivalent evolution of a
Robotthat did not havethe 2nd protocoko

WA Y 0 SNFSNEB Q. Sgoh aftkdadqi a
leaves herhowever,shecontacts himjust
FFGSNI aKS KIFa WdzLJANI R
parts that Jacq left her from the original

4 SESOdzi SRé | v Regiviagdzh O A
Cleoa measure oindependencehat
circumvents the Ad protocol. From here on
Ays GKS Y2 @k Sdisbuildibgy a A

Special Effects:

with Jacq cming faceto-face with the
impossible: selthinking and adapting
machineswith an agenda for surviving

The Actors:
Banderas looks perfect fhisrole as Jacq

‘He isphysicallywery gaunt (is the redife

actor possibly actually not well? | hope not)
¢ perfect for a world at the brink of death
There are quite a few instances when his
OKIF N} OG4SNJ W Olfj KI a
RSOAaAz2yas 2N I Oi
thosemoments,he does the jolsuperbly
fHis fellow actors, for the most part are OK 3
too.

2

Unfortunately, the producers thoughhat

sticking in higkprofile actressesMelanie

Griffith and Birgitte Hjort Sgrensgmwould

maybe enhance the movie (or help with the
ticket sales) when in fact both roles are of
consequence to the plotlineout any

particular acting requaments are jist

about nit BirgiteA & 2dza i W Olj Qa
wife Rabel. She has multiple scenes but
R2SayQi NBFffte R2

02
2 dzi

& Y dzO K
Melanie is a robot tinkerein fact,Melanie
‘appears for about 3 minutds her first

scene with Banderas, and soon aftéoring

‘her second appearance of about 2 minutes,

she is murdered by a pair oft6-8-yearold

tkids hired to kill her and Jacq. Although her

Wi O G &ryynportand for the plotg

nothing in the role requires any major

zacting skillnor do we see/feel my).

| really lovel the robots, thoughThese Robots definitely look mechanical with no attempt by

wh/ G2 YIF 1S (Kd®Rhg¥Fdz f

¢KS &ai02Ne
GKAY3 A&

0SKAYR (KS
LRaarof So ¢K

& WKdzYl yQ

NPoz2Gaz
Se | NB

AR ViKBNiEN &l KS& |
aK26y G2 08

arms, and not being repaired), very dirty, residing in dumps like tramps and homeless people.
The person who designed the robot faces and hd#tre are several models) did an

outstanding job:

The facial shape of the simple workers is very blan|

and sorrylookingg especiallywhen they are
smudged with soot/dir; making you want to
a8 YLI GKATS gAGK GKS W

LJZ
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CKS aadhi OARAY 3¢ cRARID FKieEd
only a short circuit on the damaged boards. Its
pneumatic fluids, however, then overflow and it loo
like it is crying.

The exotic danceCleohas a face like a porcelain do
Shegets upgradedby Doctor Dupre, anthter
NEY2@Sa KSNI FIFOAFET WYL 3
independent.

The newguantumAutomata Pilgrim 7000 model .
looks like an advanced LEGO dolbriginally had the | |
mask with the doteyes but also removed it as a sigf
of freedomto think and act on its own

About Protocols and Robotic “Evolution’

lo2dzi KIfFgle GKNRdAzZAK GKS FAEYI AdThare®edza G 6 2 NJ
many emotional moments where Jacq must learn to accept the new reality and deal with his

emotions and feelings. It is difficult for him, because his whole l&#red his pb, was dealing

GAOGK WwWedzaiQ YIOKAySad {dzRRSyfeée az2YSiKAy3d ySg K
Jacqd 2 dRMB (G | YThefokiok rigspands®ustt Y OKAY SK ¢KIFdQa fA1S
@2dzQNB 2xzaild 'y | LIS¢é

The ROCorporation haglevelopedspecialsecurity protocols to ensure mankind always
maintains control over the populatioof robots that serve#. As the story unfolds, we see that
this is gore-meditatedway to suppress any evolution of the machinAthough at first thisnay
seem to bea consequence of the demise of the human race (frethHillion toabout 20

Million, eventhough 20 Million is not a small number eitherit seems that the supremacy of
ROC is the most important factor.

The Protocolg NB Y A y A & OS y &RoBoFLaws &dent @ @yQuae-up him.
Note, that there are only 2:

1 First protocol: Prevents the robot from harming any form of life.
9 Second protocol: Prevents the robot from altering itself or other robots.

The first one talks about protecting life in genegalot just humancéi K 1 Qa RAFTFISNByYy (i @
protocol?2 KI (1 Q& ¢ NR y 3 regphnSililitytd pedtedt kKnanWinzdrdm robat becoming

superior to ug; and maybe switching roles where we will serve them onegarydisappear

entirely? | doubt itAndg K &8 @bofsbBe{allowed tosurvive3 2 y Qi G KS& KI @S NA 3K
believe thatAsimovthought so, and therefore created the laws to both protect mankind, but

also to provide certain fundamental rights to robots as wkldenseems to evego several

steps further.n fact,Asimov, eventully adds one moréaw to his original 3

HeR A R fo@eéver g as far as | can rememberdiscuss the possibility of Robotic evolution that
LI NI £ f St GAFS YA RQEONS I GA2YyQ 2F | ySg walLlSOASa.

Thisfilm doesin factpresenttheO2 y ¥ A Ol 2 @ertaih anhoBePttieSiltn Présenitdiie |
speculative futurd.Jr NIIAy 3 2F gl &a& 0Si6S Syewdrkdtkinde t RQ dal yi
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Although the Robot is better able to withstand the brutal physical hardships of the new desolate
g2NI R 2y S aK?2dz RgafEiall, @ietwf dr na Yoy belkewé Bat Sattinade
us,(6S YIRS (GKS YI OKAYS® ¢KIF{G aK2lzZ R O2dzyi F2NJ &

Robotic Laws and Logic — Or: Rules were made to be broken (?)

Disclaimer:Most of the following is takefrom the Internet, and primarily from
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laws of robotics

As i mo(wl)Laws:3
The best known set of laws algaac Asimds 'Three Laws of RobotitsThese weréntroduced
in his 1942 short storyRunaround, although they were foreshadowed in a few earlier stories.
The Three Laws are:
1. Arobot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm.
2. A robot must obey the orders given it by human beings, except where such orders would conflict
with the First Law.
3. Arobot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First
or Second Laws.
In later books, a zeroth law was introducéhat takes precedence over the other 3 ones
0. A robot may not harm humanity, or, by inaction, allow humanity to come to harm.

Til den's Laws
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilden%27s Laws of Robotics

Mark W. Tilderis a notable robotics physicist who was a pioneer in developing simple
robotics.His three guidingprinciples/rules for robots are:

1. A robot must protect its existence at all costs.
2. A robot must obtain and maintain access to its own power source.

3. A robot must continually search for better power sources.

In Wired magazine, Tildgraraphrasedhis as

1. Protect thine ass.
2. Feed thine ass.

3. Look for better real estate.

What is notable in these three rules is that these are basically rules for "fuidtimed)life, so
in essence what Tilden stated is that what he wanted was "proctoring a silicon species into
sentience, but with full control over the specs. Not plant. Not animal. Something else."

Sheer History: CyberCozen’s Early Days

- In memory of Aharon Sheer (& ") -YFounding Editor

NOTEDue to the length of the Al film review above, plus the Robotw ws a d d éShedru m, *“
Sciencé —prepared byDoron Calé, PhD(*our new CCSheerScience editod ) —will appear
next issue. We' ' re | ookingyg forward to it. Hope
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| recently acquired almost all the back issues of CyberCozen sifmenting in 1989 and began
a scanning and storage process. The 19948 issues are now comglete and up on our main
repository6 8SS SRAG2NAIf ONBRAG 062E |G SYyROU® ¢KSNB

What were the original names proposed ke club and this fanzine?
Let@ lodk back at the March 1990 iss(this is just a clipping wed have the full issue up sojin

a"i1san P13¢8

m AP
!!!,1v5:n131 117y12

NAMES: Club name, newsletter name. Aharon Sheer proposed calling the
club Cybercoven, and the newsletter Cybercozen. At the February meeting
comments were made: There’'s nothing Hebrew or Israeli in the proposed
names. Cybernetics in Hebrew is Kibernetika. Club in Hebrew is a meeting
place (pronounced variously klahb or kloob) while in English the word has twoc
meanings: 1) a group of persons organized for a social, literary, athletic,
political or other purpose (in Hebrew usually called a Hug, pronounced
"hoog" ), or 2) the meeting place of such a group (mo‘adon).

' A variety of names were proposed (C means the name is for the Club, N for
the Newsletter): Moshe Kahn: "Cyberkvetch" (C and N) (because SF fans take
themselves too seriously). Eli Eshed: “Cybersabra” (C) (to provide an
Israeli feeling). Amit Yizhar: "Cybernest"” (C) (because a club is a
place). Elana Dror: "Cybercove" (C), "Cybercode" (N) (because she doesn’'t
want to be associated with witches). Abe Bursten: "Imagination” (N)
(because that’'s what SF is about). Counter-suggested: "Imagician" (C? N?).
Rami Silverman: "Cybrehovot" (C and N) (because its activities take place in
Rehovot ). "Sabriction" (C? N?) was also proposed (Sabra fiction?).

Amit Yizhar provided
the logo on the right
which has the N name
"Cyber Siance Fiction"
Its misspelling of
"science" contains hints
of "Cyber Seance" or
“"Cyber Psiance".

The "Cyber Cozen" (N)
logo on the top was
contributed by Alon
Itzkowitch.
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We’d love to hear your thoughts on any of the above subjects and we may publish some of them!

For CommentsE-mail: leybl botwinik@yahoo.com. Tel: Leybl Botwinik 054-537-7729
Editor: Leybl Botwinik. Founding Editor: Aharon Sheer (2"7). Logo by: Miriam Ben-Loulu (2"7).
For free email delivery (PDF format) write to leybl botwinik@yahoo.com
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