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Coming Soon:
“MeOrot” SF conference: http://meorot.sf-f.org.il/2014/ Dec. 18 — Hebrew U, Jerusalem

The Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy 2014 2anai — 2TIAND NIYTN
(TIVI D'waon ,NINITO ,NINXIN ,0MIYN DWIN'K YOW) DWIN'RN NI72 DW'9In DTIAND 7w D' ‘71D
JTIART A7V IN IIDNT NRwaR RIWEAD NI PART 222 AR TV OWADR by 20w 2157y nhaph
Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il .2128%953

A few words from the assistant editor:

I am sure you will be glad to know that Aharon has begun contributing again (see below).
Would anyone like to volunteer something for next month?

Some ideas: Review of some of the recent SF/hero movies “Guardians of the Galaxy”,
“Captain America — Winter Soldier”, “RoboCop”, or the recent TV series “Shield”,
“Tomorrow People”, “Flash”, “The 1007, “Revolution”, “More than Human”.

In this issue:

1) A quick look at the weapons of the future and today’s 10 most deadly (see website).
2) After receiving some positive feedback on the short article about Robin Williams’
demise and his starring role in the SF TV series “Mork and Mindy”, | thought it
appropriate to extend the memorial with a homage to his SF-related movies. In this issue:
“The Bicentennial Man” (based on Isaac Asimov’s stories).

3) It being soon after Hallowe’en (in Mexico it was the “Day of the Dead” weekend...), |
thought it best to let all those tired/worn out undead Zombies lay deep, deep in the
ground and we’ll see their resurrection (i.e. 5™ installment in the series) in a future issue.
4) A report about the recent ICON fest in Tel Aviv and the new project to translate

Hebrew SF to English: “Zion’s Fiction” (I like the name!)
Leybl Botwinik (CyberCozen assistant editor).

Submitted by Aharon Sheer:
Science of the month: Are antibiotics losing their “punch”?

Click here: Charting the course of antibiotic failure or
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/346/6207/311.1.short [free, after
registration] - Caroline Ash

Bacterial resistance to antibiotics is a major public health problem. To better understand this in a
clinical setting, Currie et al. analyzed a 20-year prescribing history of antibiotics by UK primary
care practitioners and report a 12% increase in treatment failure (when a specific antibiotic fails to
cure an infection). The authors found only small decreases in the ability of frontline drugs, such
as penicillins and macrolides, to control respiratory tract and soft tissue infections. More
worryingly, however, second-line antibiotics, such as cephalosporins and quinolones, often used

to treat elderly and frail patients with pneumonia, showed higher failure rates since 1991.
BMJ 10.1136/bmj.g5493 (2014).
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Technology of the month: “You fight me, You fight my ... weapon!”

*Coincidently (or not), this year’s theme for the annual “MeOrot” SF conference (Dec 18 — Hebrew U,
Jerusalem) is “milkhama lanetsakh?” [Eternal/Forever War?]. See: http://meorot.sf-f.org.il/2014/

From spit to stone to sling to spear to sword ...
to semi-automatics, to submarines to stealth
bombers (and their payloads) ... mankind has
thought up numerous new ways, through the
ages, to cause mayhem and destruction. In the
worlds of science fiction, we've also seen the
‘evolution’ of weaponry: from Star-Trek
personnel’s hand-held phasers to Starship
photon torpedoes. From Star Wars lightsabers,
to fighter ship squadrons, to Deathstars (moon-

While the US of A’s Nation Rifle Association
(NRA) will argue for the right of individuals
to be able to bear arms to defend themselves
— generally speaking, though, weapons are
meant for killing and not so much for
‘defense’. The vast investment into the
development of weaponry is mostly for their
destructive purpose, and very few weapons
or systems are designed to ‘protect’.

Yes, there are “Iron Dome” and “Patriot”
missiles and their like, to defend against
missile attacks. And yes, there are humerous
technologic and scientific spin-offs that
benefit mankind — but these are few and far
between.

In the 1980’s the US tried to develop an
inter-connecting satellite (and land-based)
net of laser-like weapons as a missile
defense against any potential ICBM strike
and against nuclear bomb carrying long

S/ e e |

size-mobile-mega-spaceship-spacecraft-carriers
and city-size super-bunkers — see:
http://starwars.wikia.com/wiki/Death_Star with
planet-destroying particle beams) — and all the
in-between personnel blasters, laser-shields,
flying tanks, etc. (not to overlook BattleStar
Galactica and Cylon Basestar arms and
armaments and paraphernalia of near-equal
lethality See:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cylon_Basestar).

range bombers. The ‘Strategic Defense
Initiative’ (SDI) was dubbed the ‘Star Wars’
project. It wasn’t ever completed. Wikipedia
has a good set of notes on this. See:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_Defen
se_Initiative

Jules Verne was one of the few who
envisioned how the two: the offensive
weapon and the defensive system could work
together for a mutually beneficial task in his
“From the Earth to the Moon” — where the
manufacturer of ‘bigger and better’ artillery
pieces joined forces with the maker of better
— more resilient — armor, to build the rocket
and firing system to send a mission to the
moon.

So yes, it is possible to beat swords into
plowshares — we just need to want it, and it
can be done.

All the above, of course is just an intro to the interesting site | recently came across showing 10

of today’s most lethal, destructive, military weapons...if that’s your thing, or you are just curious:
http://americanlivewire.com/2014-04-15-top-10-powerful-military-weapons-modern-age-

11/?utm_source=taboola&utm medium=referral
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We follow up on the tragic news of Robin Williams passing from this existence to, hopefully, a better
place, with more about his SF-related film roles — in a review of “Bicentennial Man” (in the previous
— October — issue of CyberCozen, we touched on his debuting SF TV series “Mork and Mindy”)

But first, to warm up, here are some related links on the Web:

1. Robin Williams' Best Sci-fi Roles | fourthdayuniverse.com
fourthdayuniverse.com/reports/2014/08/robin-williams-best-sci-fi-roles/
Aug 12, 2014 - Robin Williams, the man who practically defined comedy for a generation,
committed suicide yesterday. | won't relay the details of his death or ...

2. Little known sci-fi fact: Robin Williams was turned down by 3 ...
www.blastr.com/.../little-known-sci-fi-fact-robin-williams-was-turned-do...

Jul 21, 2014 - This is so depressing, we might just need to watch one of those severe
downer Robin Williams movies and cry for a while.

3. Reid Kemper's Science Fiction Blog: Robin Williams and ...
www.reidkemper.com/.../robin-williams-and-science-fiction-from.html
Aug 13, 2014 - Robin Williams and Science Fiction: From Mork to Bicentennial Man. You've
likely heard about comedian/actor Robin Williams' unfortunate ...

Movie review: “Bicentennial Man” (1999starring Robin Williams)
by Leybl Botwinik

Theploti s based on a short story of the -sttmrhe name:
oncereadcand the novel “Positronic Mthatlinedery Asi mov
knew existed (in fact | never knew Asimov collaborated with ottréters).

Let’s first take a |l ook at the | MDB Storyline
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0182789/?ref =nv_sr 1

“This film follows the 'life’ and times of the lead character, an android who is purc hased as a

household robot programmed to perform menial tasks. Within a few days the Martin family

realizes that they don't have an ordinary droid as Andrew begins to experience emotions and

creative thought. In a story that spans two centuries, Andrew lea rns the intricacies of

humanity while trying to stop those who created him from destroying him.
...Thats not exactlycorrect. Continue reading.

The setting:somewhere in America he company. I't’s a surprise
time: sometime in the not too distant the two technicians wheeling in an oblong

future. As the opening credits roll, we are (metallic) crate, like one is used to when

witness to the sounsl of mechanics ordering a new fridge, for example. The

churning away in the background, and bits older of the two daughters isnimpressed

and pieces, wires and mechanical parts, of (all her friends have one), and she later

what looks like roboti@ppendages being orders the robot “Andrew”
manufactured. 2nd story window.

_ _ One of the first things A
In the movie’'s openin gewfyfubBenamelbhertt Fourlgdse ¢

the head of the Martin household has daughter mishears “androi
ordered a standard hasehold robot from “Andr ew” projedta spectacular ®

the “NA (North Amer i cgdohragRi®dothd dndlight show
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proclaiming | saac Asi
laws of robotics.

Andrew i s anllal | met al
[ DOMESTI C]” machi ne,

motto is: “A
SECURI TY”. When we fi
has no facial expressions. Other than slight
intonations in his voice, only his eyebrows

and eyelids can move
anything.
He is just another ho

until we discover, that he begins to take
initiative and has certain creativeood-
working skills that actually earn him money
(the head of the household, Mr. Martin,
allows Andrew to eventually open a
separate bank account for this). As the
family warms up to him, and he to them,

we begin to understand that Andrew is
different fromother mechanical servants.

As the movie unfolds, he is first permitted

to wear clothes and later receives an
upgrade in his metal face so some minor
expressiveness can be projected, and much
later, receives a synthetic skin that is pasted

rovevhis metah anor to givedisn & human3
look—and we then see the real Robin
WiIIiamslfDa%ebefore us.

WMitho et going itanthee avimole plot, we find

LI FETI ME AQifew &izRping CeEaindevels of

N td empmeantdeAhrccer eam,d Hh humani t
of several decades, and in fact at some
pointherewmests “freedom”

and ‘express’ _
To return a moment to the beginning of this

article, the line in the IMDB review that

those who created him from destroying
him” .

There is, in fact only one brief moment
when Andrew may have beén danger.
This is near the beginning, when the head
of the household, Mr. Martin, confronts the
manufacturer with the fact that Andrew is
different. The manufacturer is willing to

replace Andrew with a ‘co
functioning android- but is refused. Thi

moment might have actually been a danger

for Andrew—had Mr. Martin, decided to
replacehim-but i n fact he does

Some movie notes: In the first scenes of the film, Robin Williéimesversatile actonywvondrously
manages td project himself beyond the limits of the metallic shedip we feel HIM and not the

ROBOT. Hi s way to exp

ress a kind of human t ou

camera zooms of his artificial eyes and eyebrow gestures is by certain phrases one expects from

him: slightly witty, slightly cynid, Ik e i n
more these Db

human’ ,

t he

Mi
m

and
and

“Mor k
mor e

series
appear

TV

egin to

by the person or team that created the metallic costume Williams wore. Althesghntially
‘metal it seemed tohave a softness to itIn fact, itstill had the general shape and form
reminiscent of Robin Williams, includitige face maskSo when you look at theictures it

reminds you of him.

i roni c
ne

A final (maybe
about the machi

t hat
account two factors that without themAndrewwould probablyn o t

) note, is t hatalthauphe st
Wwumant —sevédrtioeless kakes iptod and
have ‘survived’

ory
“l o

human facto—- COMPASSIQMIr. Martin was very sympathetic to Andrew. Someone else

could have scrapped him, or taken advantageiof.t2) The power dlONEY Thanks tdis

creativity and woodworking skills he was able to amass a great amount of wealth over the years
(again, thatMartin allowed him to keep-that facilitated him in achieving many of his goals.

AndonesidenoteAsi mov' s orig

i nalslywritieo (as farasticany was exopr

remember) in honour of the USA Bicentennial year (2X98%6). The producer of the mowie

according to the creditswa s Chr i s

Productions?"J... i

Col ombus
nterest.i

(Harry Potter, Gr

ng..

Next time: More Robin Williams’ SF movies.
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ICON 2014 Festival Review

by Leybl Botwinik

Last month Qctoberl2-14), Tel Aviv hosted another of itgn-and-famous ICON SF and Fantasy
festivalsover a period of 3 days
Seepicsandfeedback ih Hebrew at: https://www.facebook.com/Festival.lcan

The last one | was at, was a few years @gohe time, | only stayed for a few hoursnd only on
one day This time, however, | visiteall three daygalso for only a fewnours andstayed at my

soris table, where he was selling his Hebrew SF babthe tableandduring a bit ofwandering

around, | observednd talked withall sorts of fascinating peoptethosewho were dressed up

in funny, strangeputrageousor even simpleostumes-and thosdike me,who wererit.

There were lots of young people, manygioups.There were als many parents with kids and
sometimes kids with parent3.he difference? Many of tlseparents knew what to expect, and
seemed adnterested if not more so, than theikids(mostly quite youny— but they all found it
quite fun. Some (older) kids, howevercame with parents thaseemed totally lost,andwho

were probablywondering when theéAliens landed and why they hadihheard about it in the
news..I'm wondeing if maybe a specialntro to SF andrantasyand Gamingsession might not
be in order for such peopl&laybe even on a Hiourly basislike periodictours’ given in
museums and sugh

What | found particularly fascinating was the great energy beingigéed by d the

participants.First of all, there were hundreds of science fiction and fantasy and gaming lovers of
all agesIn order to handle this amount of people, the various organizations had tens of
volunteers hgbing around in various capacitiegis in itself was impressive. There wealgout
190activitiesand lectures andilms andother events throughout the 3 days.

In addition to the planned eventspersonaly withessedgatherings of likaminded youth, sitting
playingDungeonrand-Dragongypes of card games, sitting downon the side, or evein the
middle of the open aresfor apow-wow (kum-zits?) and even aspontaneoussingalong.

| thought it was great fun and a tremendoashievementThe organizerdid a wonderful job
and should bénighlycommended-asshould be thé& host of enthusastic volunteers

If you havert been to an ICON fest yetmakesure not to miss thaext one.I'm sureyoull find
something there that will appeal to yoparticularinterests and tastes.

1@ like to just take this opportunity to personally offer hearty welcome to the new batch of
readers that signed up at ICON to receive CyberCozen!
Hope you enpy us¢ and hope to hear from you
andthat you may even decidéo write somethingfor us.

We’d love to hear your thoughts on any of the above subjects and we may publish some of them!

For Comments: E-mail:leybl botwinik@yahoo.com. Tel: Leybl_botwinik 054-537-7729
Assistant Editor: Leybl Botwinik. Founding Editor: Aharon Sheer. Logo by: Miriam Ben-Loulu
For free email delivery (PDF format) write to leybl botwinik@yahoo.com
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