Wales West, Trains
And Asthma Again

Although we had not planned another camping trip until Labor-Bajlowing time for
the finances to recover from the others in the spring and suimwemade an exception the
first weekend iMAugust We learned fsm a friend about an unusual campground in Silverhill,
AL called Wales West. Not only does this RV park have the usual amenities, it also has two
rail roads. | have mentioned before Atticusos
train.

Silverhill is in west Bal@vin County,maybe 20 miles north of the Alabama Gulf Coast.
Wales West resulted from trip to the UK by Silverhill residents Ann and Ken Zanichek. They
rode trains all over England. In Wales they became enchanted with a narrow gaage &t
decided that would be a great thing to have i
railroads but said they®6d dnhichekadeecepedad®Zi®R®Y par k.
facility with a light railroad (twefoot track) and also aagden railroad (7-nch! track). Both are
available for rides.

The garden railroad makes a short circuit through the park. The Narrow gauge loops the
facility, running a full mile with lots of childriendly attractions along the way. These are

usuallyaz t i vated during the parkdés busy Hall oween
Atticus enjoyed the rides but talked most about the two Thomas tables available for kids to play
withi n the gift shop. 1 toés not lonhimdaclsadbthee of t he
camper!

The trip enabled me to catch up with a couple of friends, also. David Parker in Foley has
developed a web page called the Alabama High School Football History Association. | am
gradually passing on to him all of my notes amesfaccumulated over several decaées.
many years | was about the only high school sports Fastior the state. By getting everything
digitalized, David has done wonders for preservation. We met him at a convenience store, visited
for a few minutes ahtransferred a couple of boxes of material.

Then we went on down to the coast for lunch at one of our favorite places, The Gulf. This
restaurant is built out of big blue shipping containers. Its seating is all outside on the Gulf of
Mexico with major acess to sand for kids. That means the little ones can play and the adults can
eat in peace.

Coincidentally, that weekend was thé"&hniversary celebration of the FleBama, one
of the internationally recognized great watering holes. Surviving deadlicéines and greedy
developers on all sides, the Flddama has been an enduring place to hang out and enjoy a wide
variety of live music. The dedication of an historical marker ardd &ént draft beer were part of
the celebration.

After lunch we decide to drive the few miles further east to the Floriddabama state
line and check out the festivities. Realistically though, | told Nancy we were not likely going to
be able to park anywhere close to the FloraBama and wading through that crowd to geifto on
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the various bars would be a nightmare. Sure enough, traffic was backed up on the highway for
about a

mi

| wrote about our KOA stay at Lillian last summara previous issue. To our dismay the

| e

i n each

di

rection.
through and across the Florida line. We drove omrda few miles to a Publix Supermarket,
pickedup some steaks to grill, then turned north. We were soon able to cré®dmo Bay

bridgeand head back into Alabarttaroughthe little town of Lillian.

nwel I,

Lillian Cafe and the Sandy Hook Elementary tribute art exhibit were both gone. The café

building wasstill there but quite abandond@erhaps it was destroyed by the excessive flooding

that part of the state had in thering.

Back at the campground, Atticus insisted on pool time. The only pool at Wales West is an
indoor one. Nancy does not like indoor pools. She prefers being in the sun but also believes

germs can congregaseoundindoorpools. This proved to be these. Atticus woke up feeling

puny on Saturday when we were to meet friends Graham Timbes and Maggie Mosteller Timbes
Daddyos
huge sand pile. The fact that Atticudyplayed for a few minutes, then asked to lie down in his

for

|l unch

at

Big

stroller is indicative of how he felt.

Graham and | were undergraduates at Alabama together. He is an actor with a number of

Grille

on

t he

TV and film credits as well as a lot of stage work. Maggie is diredttre Marietta Johnson
Museum in Fairhope, AL. Marietta Johnson was an educator who was ahead of her time,
founding the Fairhope Organic School with rtoaditional instruction methods. Grahduais
always said the Organic school gave him the backgrourdtéarsuccess. We had a good visit
with them while Atticus kind of semmapped. Then, we took him back to the campground. He

had a slight fever so we gave him some Tylenol. Within an hour his temperature and energy level

were back to normal
He felt wel enough to have another ride on the narrow gauge railroad when it made its 4

p.m. run. Since he was better, | left him and Nancy for an hour to drive over to Fairhope for a

quick visit to the Fairhope Brewing Co. Their flight glasses are a little langarsome so |
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s amp |-syte wheatbderaadd [t hei r
Drink Therefore Amber. | especially like the wheat, a crisp, refreshing beer for a summer day.

They also had three tribute beers to the band Phishhwilait played in the area the night

before. They were out of Rye but had the Hopua session IPA and The IPA With available. The
t mel ed & ©c Pihp tsih
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Il PA, brewed with fresh Bal dwin Ewasaqitty | al apen
drinkable with the peppers adding just a bit of spice not burn.

Despite his seeming recovepyer the next few dayatticus developed a cough,
resulting in an eventual trip to the pediatrician, who said he had a mild case of strep throat but
was already welbast the contagion period with it.

He missed a couple of days of day care, but then was back in the swing of things. At this
writing he is excited about tomorrow being his first day in thekpprogram at his school,
University Baptist Child Developmeéenter.

Oh, Ensign Crusher,

What Were You Thinking?

| was channel surfing whe®yFy came up with a program concluding calléad Wil
Wheaton ProjectHey, this might be interesting, | said, settling in to watch another episode that
was coming up shdyt | know Wheaton (the former Ensign Welsey Crusher of the U.S.S.
Enterprise) is a known west coast fan. Also, | featured him here a few issues back for his interest
in craft beer and home brewing. Of course

The Wil Wheaton Projettas the host watchingdeo clips, then commenting on them in

aMystery Science Theater300a hn n e r . Il tés all supposed to be
epi sode was a segment called AWhat Movies is
new Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtlesovie was babbling about the film in glowing intellectual

terms. When he finished, the stentorian annou

Oh, he should have saved that for the next promithefWil Wheaton Projectlt is
unequivocably the worst T\vhew | have ever seen. It makdy Mother the Catook like
Masterpiece TheateGSome of the film clips are real, some have been FXed for laughs. Most of
the | atter are just silly. Wheatonds Ahumorou
deliveredina mi r ky manner | i ke t he toghuwoye grinsatihlee Co me d
audience as if there is something really funny going on they are missing it.

Surely, Wheaton must know this show is absolute crap.

Scientists

And the Genre

| lovelists. JoeGreen on fictionmags. com posted one from Huffington Post featuring 15
scientists commenting on their favorite science fiction books and movies. Most of the scientists
were not known to menor were some of their selections. | found a couple of thingestiag,
though. Two scientists selected the classic filime Day the Earth Stood Sf(ll951).One was
Dr. Michael Shermer, science historian and founding publish&kgptionagazine. He sees the
film as Christ allegory. The other was astrophysicist@op culture science hero Neil deGrasse
Tyson, who was quoted from an earlier intervi
compelling that the film did not require heavy special effects or monsters or violence to be
simultaneously hopeful and terrifyig 0

Tysonods ot her 200laA Space @dsey (1963),Phemt oftres AEes
(1968),The Terminatof1984),The Quét Earth (1985) ,Contact(1997),Deep Impac{1998),
The Matrix(1999),The Island2005) andNVatchmer{2009).

The most integsting response, though, was from primatologist Dr. Jane Goodall. She
cited three books that had an impact on her career. Not surprising, one from childhood was Hugh
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L of t The §toérwgof Doctor DoolittleAlso, not too surprising was Edgar RBaeir r oug h s 6
Tarzan of the Apes. I n tandem she said the tw
were trying to tell us and instilled within me an equally strong determination to travel to Africa,

' ive with ani mal s, andthewwasTheedMirdrle of kif d@dbBolar glkeem
book my grandmother got for free by saving coupons from cereal packets. It was by no means a
book intended for children. o
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My Two
Favorite Fshirts

Those of you who have seen me at the recent DeepSouthCorirggtloe have noticed
photos of me in Sporadic are aware of my penchant for wearsigr{s from brewpubs and
microbreweries that | have visited in my travels. But | do add to the rotation shirts from the cons
or from a couple of sports teams. For exampteSaturdays in football season, | get up and
shower and put on something promoting the Crimson Tide.

This mix, which had served me well for a number of years, now has two quite different
additionsi science fiction shirts and they have become my feagrNancy gave melRoctor
Whoshirt for Christmas, | believe. Oldest Girl Child Mary gave nkereflys hi r t f or Fat h
Day. What | love about both of them is that they are so understated. No words. Either you get it
or you dondt . ddoes gdtiuand the sgesottkosepgoplev Biven the fact that
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Firefly has been off the air for about a dozen years, | am quite surprised at the number of young
people in its cult following. Ma yabse ofthe t h t h e
wave of merchandising that exploded from th& &0niversary.

My most memorable moment was in a supermarket one days where a middle age sacker
stared at it for a couple of minutes amd said
out house flying to the moon. 0 pleofhespdlleagues, A Tha
gently chided him for his ignorance.

And Do You Do This

In the Michigan Winter?
Once again we found ourselves somewhat astonished at what readersiéind tbe
syndicated Hints from Heloise column:

nDear Hel oi s e: We cook our bacon outside i
out of the house.
AWe cook at | east a pound at a time, and w

bag. It keps great in the freezer, and whenever you want a couple of pieces, you pop them into
the microwave for 10 seconds. YuimCraig and Patti J. in Michiga.

What Do
They Eat?
Sitting on the patio with a beer and a snack, watching a lone bat chonymngrbfligs.
Out across the yard are numerous lightning bugs (i.e. jésgfhot as many as there were years
ago but stildl a goodly number. A question pop
sure | could Google it, but it would meangettigpuand going in the houseé
And there it Iy until a few days before putting this issue to bed. My morning coffee was
suddenly joined by a coi@heBigninghamh ensi on agentaos
Whatpassesforanewspaperthesed&y®fly larvae hibernate over t@nter. While in the larval
stage, they eat other larvae, snails and slugs. Adults feed on pollen and nectar. By the by, they
dondt taste good so they have relatively few
scar fing down oferthelighinihg bogs a reundiofjapplause fbr their help in the
eradication of those garden pests.

More Creepy Things:

1. Liza Minellids makeup.
2. Shoes with toes
3. Kayak.com commercials in which the Asian guy eme

4Donald Trumpdbés hair.

Anything TheyCan Get

They HaveEarned
| read an article recently that indicated a number of veterans applying for PTSD benefits
have been exaggerating their symptoms to get
condore fraud, my mind went in a different direction on this particular issue. Most of these
people were required to semmiltipledeployments in combat zongsrticipating in an illegal
war based on totally fabricated information. Not only that, but thouszritiem have not even
5



been able to see doctors to plead their cases.

This puts me of the same mind set | have when businessmen who own casinos complain
about an unlevel playing field with Native American casinos. | say the Indians are énlijied
the blood of their ancestorgo any damn thing they can get. And also with the veterans who put
their boots on the ground so the rest of us w

And Speaking

Of Minoritiese.

Several of you have expressed an interest in myiampif the film42, given my interest
in baseball. | have finally seen the movie. | will discuss it here rather than attempting a formal
revi ew. -coastdr sde of eniotioesrbetween the opportunity and the racism facing Jackie
Robinson. But in thend, there are more fegbod moments and some great lines such as when
Jackie says heds not a hero and someone says,
baseball in Florida. Youb6re a hero. oOeaguasd Leo
AHeb6s only the first, boys, only the first.o
a good play, there are handshakes, not anachronistidivegh

Things that were not so well done? Well, the-dawvn sequence was pretty hokey.dAn
| 6m not sur e -hinkodf-thefelg was r@lgvanhtg Robirson. | have heard of it
h a

ppening a couple of times, just not sure RO
babyéam | t he onl yewbannm theviurserytwhscabbthé dize daf &3zear
old?

| was intrigued with theviif i cati on of Ben Chapman. I wasn
gowiththafand f r o m aChhpmanévaseamdneg therwdrst of the racists in uniform
that year. Yet, when | knew him slightly inrBiingham years later he was a very nice, very
approachable man. | did not know about his relationship with Robinson at the time so the
subject never came up. | find myself wondering if Chapman mellowed and made proper
overtures to Robinson latgkVhat asurprise to see in the credits that he was played by Alan
Tudyk fromFirefly. Had to be tough to turn yourself into a total turd for that role.) Pee Wee
Reese as the really good guy plays out accur a
One thing that impressede most as journalist was the portrayal of Pittsburgh Courier
sportswriter Wendell Smith sitting in the stands because he was not allowed in the press box.
T h at 0 spresentedeashdérspoken little sidebar on the racism of the day. Finally, | thought all
of the acting was good.
Sid Vance, the good friend and English professor colleague at the University of
Montevallo that | teartaught with, had a conversation one day about Robinson and the Dodgers.
Given our liberal leanings, neither Sid nor | couljufie out why we never became Dodger fans;
it would seem to be so | ogi c dahkemtieAntichristst@atis hap p e
of the pinstripers, butjustneverl i ked 6 e m.

| Need a Little
More Information

As much as we enjoySA Todaywe occasional ly fby-Stdat ¢ @ ms o0 |
page to be abbreviated just a Ilittle too much
City Council will consider making public nudi

to know if nudiy is being dropped from a felony to a misdemeanaevas it legal tqust run
around nekkid in Topeka whenever yoit fike it?
6



Al 6ve never yet c¢ o matparchasinggsomethingg ook shop wi't
Sometimes | hal--heartedly determine nd to buy anymore books until | haveread
the ores | already have, butsuchmades s s ooni AdAndrewss . 0

Deep Shadowby Randy Wayne White (Putham, 2010, $25.95/$3.00 on remaindered
table hc)

White, a former journalist who worked with my wiiéthe Fort Myers NewBress years
ago, has created a marine biologist/detective named Doc Ford. As with other such characters like
Eli zabeth Petersdé archeol ogist Amel iea Peabody
frequently crossing over into hofessional life.

In this tale, two recently released convicts, King and Perry, go to the Skoithdllyers
area to rob an old man who supposedly has valuable coins. In the process they murder him, his
housekeeper and her three children. Fleeing ircduethey find themselves in an Everglades area
where Doc Ford and three friends are about to scuba dive in an inland lake. Arlis Futch has
bought the property because he believes he has found submerged in the lake an airplane that
carried some of the wehlDictator Batista stole as he fled Cub some 50 years earlier. Arlis says
the owner had an abnormal fear of the lake, hinting that there was something living there that
could take down cows.

Doc, his hipster pal Tomlinson aadeenagenamed Will Chasedive into thelake.

Meanwhile, the two murders hit Arlis on the head, tie him up and wait on shore for the others
to return, believing that onespckuptrubke t hr ee i n

An underwater limestone collapse traps Tosin and Will. Ford emerges to get a jet
dredge and help in rescuing them. He persuades the killers that one of the trapped men has the
keys to the truck. He also shows them some gold coins with a promise of sharing the fortune if
they will help in the resue.

All of the action takes place around the truck and in the lake. As we go back and forth on
near misses with the rescue effort and with A
wildlife characters emerging. What appears to be threge laonitor lizards, obviously the result
of Apetso being turned | oose in the swamps, c
they are small players; indeed, the previous property owner was right, there is something much
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bigger and rare dangerous in the lake.

| 't 6s an e,y bamsunpgsedsthatol was able to stay with it, given how much
of it takes place underwater where oxygen is getting scarce. Being claustrophobic, | find myself
usually unable toeéthygokwstbor iburmed hIlcan onl
past it simply because | know scuba diving will never be something | could attempt, thus giving
me some breathing room, so to speak.

That notwithstanding, | must say that this is my least favofitee few Doc Ford stories

|l 6ve read. I |l i ke the c¢haerimatheragitts. but t he story
Quotables:
-AJust | i ke youdre sure about the cold fror
afternoon. You say tonight. Usually,fashn d f act dond6ét have much in
Al 6m right, youdlkl wsedéwBy|l ssnhaet to gust.
feel | i k e ingaa us avitha ootd hgse. Naghing to slow that north windthe

Geagia border and eouple of parkiglots at Di sney Worl d. o
--1 stood and faakPerry, aware that everything hinged on what transpiréice next few
seconds. If Perry sided with King, he would shootinoe use my own knifé then make sure
Arlis was dead, too, before the two of themed to escape on foot. Perry would do the dirty
work while King supervised. It was that kind of partnership.
-Perry took a step closer, the sunlight har
it was not encouraging. Among the topography of ignge acne were playground and battle
scares and the unsound genetics ofmb@ny generations of dropouts, trailer parks and booze.
The way his eyes glittered reminded me of glass from the shattered windshield. The sockets of
his eyes were bright and empity.

City by Clifford D. Simak (Macmillan,1952, renewed 1979, $5.25 used hc)

A programdiscussion at DSC52 centered on a dozen or so science fiction books that
should be nomgenerational in their value to the genre. This classic by Simak was among them. |
made a mental note to add it to my Get Around To it list, then found a copy recently in my
favorite used book store.

Set in a future world where dogs, taught to speak by the Webster family and aided by
loyal robots, are the dominant species on earth. haareft the planet in massive numbers to
seek an atavistitype new life on Jupiter. Remnants of the Websters hapgamy with
Mutants. These eight stories are connected by introductions postulating whether or not the tales
are based on fact or are maly campfire stories that the dogs have perpetuated for thousands of
years. Among the speculations is whether something called cities ever existed.

The dogs manage to accomplish what man never did. They eliminate killing. All animals

A:c;; & JANIS Jimmy Johnson
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are fed va the work of the robots. Therefore there is no need to kill to survive. Even so, it will be
seen that killing in some form will eventually return to any civilization.

As | read these stories | kept having the feeling that | was crossing familiar ground.

think it is quite likely that 1 did rea@ity in my previous fannish incarnation. Nevertheless, if this
was a rereadingo it was well worth it. Indeed, if one was designing a science fiction literature
class,City should be on the reading list of ahde classics for any student or wodd fan.

This book, written largely in the late 1940s, stands the test of time extremely well, in no
small measure because Simak was such a fine crafisittawords

Thanks, Curt Phillips, or whoever mentioned #itiristol.

Quotables:

--He stood and watched his friend hobble around the house, felt the cold claw of
loneliness reach out and touch him with icy fingers. A terrible loneliness. The lonelinesg of age
of age and the outdated. Fiercely, Gramp admittdde was outdated. He belonged to another
age. He had outstripped his time, lived beyond his years.

-iAnd why should |I do something for someone
look beyond the years of my own life? When | die, | die, and akhloaiting and glory, all the
banners and the bugles will be nothing or me. | will not know whetherd $i\great life or a
very poor one. o0

--The need of one human being for the approval of his fellow humans, the need for a
certain cult of fellowship apsychol ogi cal , al most physiologi cz
thought and action. A force that kept men from going off at unsocial tangents, a force that made
for social security and human solidarity, for the working together of the human family.

Men died for that approval, sacrificed for that approval, lived lives they loathed for that
approval. For without it a man was on his own, an outcast, an animal that had been driven from
the pack.

It had led to terrible things, of courseo mob psychology, teacial persecution, to mass
atrocities in the name of patriotism or religion. But likewise it had been the sizing that held the
race together, the thing that from the very start had made human society possible.

Bimbos of the Death Surby Sharyn McCrur (TSR, Inc., 1988, $1.50 in second hand
store, pb)

We have | ong been f ans ohavingrbaa several oMieeCr u mb 6 s
Elizabeth MacPherson novels a8d Dale, hehilarious take on NASCARNancy ran across
this book in the library a fewears ago, read it and passed it on to me because of the SF angle. |
read a few chapters, then jettisoned it, complaining that the con and the characters were grossly
exaggerated.

That was before | eased back into fandom and attended my first cons ynhadal
century. McCrumb picks up on all of the gaming and cosplay so common today, but those
subsets were totally alien to me, so to speak, when | tried to read the book earlier.

To get to the point, | came acrd3snbosand the sequeZombies of the &ie Poql
when Joe Moudry and | were making our monthly posth pilgrimage to Second and Charles,
the great second hand media store in Hoover, AL. | boughtanatinecently finished the first
book with a totally different take on it.

It is set at Rulmon in an unnamed city. James Owens Mega, a college professor is among
the guest authors for having written a novel called Bimbos of the Death Star. He originally wrote

9



it as a science treatise but his significant orefr agent of sort&EnglishprofessoDr. Marion
Farleyturned it into a novel. As author Jay Omega he attends Rubicon to promote the
book, but hoping no one who knows him will make the connection.

The primary gudof honor isAppin Dungannon, creator of the Tratyn Runewind serie
a sword and fantasy series of some two dozen books with the obligatory cult following. The only
problem is Dungannon is a totat®le, constantly berating his fans as imbeciles. Yet, they keep
buying the books.

About halfway through the story, Dungamimis blown away in his hotel room where he
is finishing the next book in the series. Enter Detective Lieutenant Ayhan, who becomes
somewhat enthralled with the plethora of costumed attendees as he does with solving the murder
mystery. Ultimately, Jay Omaggrees to sernvas Dungeon Master in D&D competition
working from a script prepar ed epapoutNdDarmgaomsn . Al t
and Dragons, he has hit on a theory of who killed Appin Dungannon and how he can be exposed
during the game.

| still think there is overkill on the cosplay and gaming as almost every character fills one
of those two groups. Yet, the general flavor of the con is fun, the primary charaictetgling
con organizers Miles Perry and Dief Diefenbaker and Donnie MgRdScottish folksinger,
who finds himself caughtupinthe@m r e al |l engaging and McCr umb¢
charts, as usualThe level of authenticity made me wonder if she was, at least, a borderline fan
or just a good researcher? She acknowleigesn gi neer s and hobbyistso w

Bimboswon the 1988 Edger Award for Best Original Paperback Mystery. A huge bonus
to this edition is the artwork of Jeff Easley. He does a cover reminiscent of great pulp mags and a
number of fullpageills of characters are scattered throug
| look forward to the sequel a few months down the road.

Selecting quotes to share was quite difficult because McCrumb has so many funny lines
but here are a few:

--JayOmegasml ed. Al was just thinking how nice
di fficult.o

--Jay flipped through the pages of Aplng, because it seemed preferable to actually
talking to the crazed being in front of him.

--Taking a last swing of his vodkaartini, he leered across the table at this fellow author.
AWell thatoés oelrodghl abedt mdlbw | etds talk abo
did you Ilike best?0

-AWhat do you think of getting married in

Marionshhugged. @AWhat do you cal loraswpiesatin ng ei gh
gown youoblle?onl y wear onc

--Miles Perry was reflecting on how correct Einstein had been about time being relative.

This con, for example, had managed to last for abut twentg yathin the space of one
weekend. He found himself actually looking forward torémsed world, in which he could
marege the grocerproducesedion with rdatively little turmoil, without haing to worry about
hotel camage fees,lees who lostheir roomkeys, and famous dead [t

A Dedicated Manby Peter Robinson (Avon Suspense, 1988, 1999 reissue, thrift store
purchase, pb)
Harry Steadman, wellked scholar, historian and researcher is found with his head
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bashed in and his body dumpedhe Yorkshire countryside he loved. There are no enemies,
according to his widow and his drinking buddies from the local pub. In what might be called
procedural detective fiction, Detective Chief Inspector Alan Banks begins the seemingly fruitless
taskof finding the killer of this popular fellow.

With the usual red herrings and false leads the story proceeds. Four high school friends
who hang out the local coffee shop are intrigued with the crime, naturally. One of them, Sally
Lumb, was having a trystith her boy friend when they heard the car that likely transported the
body. Sally, a bright lass who hopes to work in theater, suggests to her friends that she knows or
surmises something more than what she told the police about hearing the calatdober
battered body is founding floating in the nearby river.

Although there is no direct connection to Steadman, Banks has the gut feeling that there
may be. He knows that often a thraway line in an interview can later provide the missing
link. And thus it is here, especially when his observant wife Sandra tells him about encountering
one of the suspects in the dentistds office.

Peter Robinson tells a good story with interesting observations of the countryside and the
people of this rural EnglisenvironmentThis is the third or fourth one of the DCI Banks series
that |1 6ve read and each has been intriguing.
Quotables:
--There was no chance of a roast beef dinner at home now. In fact, there would be few
meals at home until the crime was solMBdnks knew from experience that once a murder
investigation begins there is no stopping and little slowing down even for family life. The crime
invades mealtimes, ablutions and sleep; it dominates conversation and puts up an invisible
barrier between thewvestigator and his family.
--Banks wanted to argue, to defend the police, but he was too tired and he knew there
would be no point anyway. Besides, he knew also that the police were just like everyone else; a
|l ot were bastar ds aowha lghrankinvg officeringhe drug squadlevhoh a d k
routinely planted illegal substances on people he wanted out of the way, and that was by no
means rare or unusual behavior.
-He didnét want to get sidetracked into an
objections to the way the government seemed to look upon the pogwiaate army of well
paid bully-boys to pit against people with genuine grievances and a constitutional right to air
them.
--Brian had never really cared either way, except that anieg thunderstorm meant the
television had to be unplugged sometimes in the middle of a favorite program. it was something

Banksodos father had al ways done, and Banks f ol

~-iSomebody would have. hfu¥du yway lod Bé@tn kfsi md prt
being right about Ramsden while Emma was kil
would it?0

AOnly to the police, | suppose. 0

AYoubre wrong about that, o BanksoBbeni d, | ea
eyes. filt matters to everyone except the corp
upsets the balance. The dead canodét be restore
physical or emoti onal séfnalarhesend Safytumpmadeass saul t o
mi stake and she died for it.o
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Most of the time | am overwhelmed by the fictionmags.com forum. The postings are just
endless and most are of, at best, marginal interest to me. Then, there is the jenakdsat
wading through the postings completely worthwhile.

These little publication.5x8.5inches, 24 and 32 pages plus coves)jtain mostly
short stories with libraries and librarians as sites and point of view characters. The genres are
loosely mysery and fantaswith lots of humorous portrayals of librarians as near superheroes.
A taste of the writing from Irina Jevlakovabs
Li brary: Al nside the machi ne wtars Dexterlvasq@ ar s a
engineer, but by damn she was a librarian and that gave her power over all the knowledge of the
worl d. o

Matthew Murray, the apparent editor, is a little skimpy on information but we are told
that the contribtuherb®naverédnty efuBentssht Col
Il nf ormati on, a nGvemthathe bias &nlthe Btk wfdhe bosk appear to be as
whimsical as the rest of the conteator exampl e, Jev | akobitena i s descr
paranoid saferacker descendddom a line of powerful witche@Other writers are Adena
Brons, Anna Ferri and Murray.

Although there is no credine, the cover of the first issue is obviousliribute to EC
comics.Two-Fisted Talesvas an adventure book publisheaim 195655. However, this
particular cover was fror@rime Suspense Stori#27, March 1955, the final issue of that title.
|l m not sure who the artist is. I found it on
unidentified in the sale informah. The cover of issue #2 is credited the great Steve Ditko from

12



AThe "BIBjpabyshed by Charlton Comics in April 1954.

The contents of the second book include pieces by Brons, Jevlakoa, Ean Henninger and
Murray. The bwtter8seatoayBodMK in 1930s Chica
in issue #3.

Obviously, Murray and friends have had a ball putting these little volumes together and
they are quite fun to read. The writing is good, the story lines are entertaininggagihgn
enough, and the subtle humor of the-patis charmingSubmissions are solicited and can be
sent totwofistedlibrarians@gmail.coniHighly recommended. The books are available online by
title from Bsy.

Jack of Eaglesby James Blish (Avon, 1982, pb, thrift store purchase)
This is part of my getting reconnected with older writers after being away from regular

SF reading for so |l ong. From Robert dthat W. Low
ALet the Finder Bewar e, 0 plTaritlihgiworder GtorieswvasDe ¢ e mb e
both BIlishds first i ndependent novel and al s

a scientific rather t h alookafinstpablisheel ni%2,isa al st an
reworking of the magazine piece. Danny Caiden keeps hearing voices inside his head, making

him doubt his health if not his sanity. When he is fired from his job at publishing house, he uses

the down time to go to tHérary and try to research what may be happening to him. He

eventually goes to a medium, which is farcical. Then to a parapsychologist, which is more

helpful. Finally he connects with the Psychic Research Society, which seems even more

promising but tuns desperately evil and disastrous.

While it was an enjoyable read to a point, it was also a tedious one, harking to the fact
that | was always more likely to bUA&SF, Galaxy etc. rather thaAstounding/AnalogThe
science just left my left braidefident mind befuddled. Still, that is not intended to be a put
downofEagles Bl i shdés exploration of the science of
it. His awareness of the tension between Danny and Marla, his new girl friend, over his psi
powess is well handled. | think anyone would be wary of starting a relationship with a mind

reader, so to speak. ABut youdbve got to reald]

busi ness. Itds got to stop. Ntwomanamdl|ywaatshem as ma

to be my own, o0 Marla asserts. (See, my right
|l td6s not somet hi wegatdhdtutl I wWwonu lgd aldi Kelry arde i
Quotables:

--The building knew about the FBI; gossip travels faster than light.

--He turned the truck off the thruway and found a-ana joint. Inside, he orderedra
andeggsé. (This was a term | had never encount ¢
out the meaning. Sure enough in the Dictionary of American Slang Ekk#nat it was a name
for a cheap restaurant and dated to the early
small one with chairs having an enl arged righ
schooldesk y pe s eat i n gasterMthiygbAaybody edse fanailiar with it?)

13


mailto:twofistedlibrarians@gmail.com

\ / / N A
‘ bisfe sy = e -
\ \' /f /// j,/ 3 4 ¢ \‘\' \ i \ \ \ '\ i 1 | ]
W N RS s e i L B
\ fA L g /'/ o — i
/ ‘,/“ﬁ 2 /,»’ // //' B il )
{ ."l‘ e o = AT et <~;-
\ e TR D e "
4 e \\//7”\?§ — s e T
-~ N2 \
/ / \\\ ( I e
- i AR T N ——
e - S .
/’ N o Xy o £ e
/ l ' ‘,\,\‘\\
[ e
NS D i
\\"\\j/"\ \_“\\';.,"\ e = G/_.,:::: L ‘_,: < \
{ \\ o s S P ~ T
L\ ey e e
N\ A P\ >
i [\ NNNSTE ST e e 2
| N e ORGREE
) \ e TR
S —ta Ny e

s

,,v.
;
e

The Southerner/Gary Another great cover. Congratulations on guiding
our historic No. 300 to delivery.

Feeding Tigers, Tossing Dwarves/Rich, George, et al So, while | was working my
way back home from Bristol
on Sunday, you guys were put tdmagt .t oWesltlh,eri tats
interesting mix of material. No, I dondt know
the lyrics to the Super Chickehe me and coul d deliver them with
Bawk! o0 to the delight of children.
The Noctuary #9/Joe As always, your readirigeview lists are
interesting, particularly since many of the authors
are unknown to me previously. Well, ndartin Cruz SmithGorky Parkowned me when | read
it years agolt is the mark of a good writer that he can set you down in a totally alien
(generically, not stfnally) environment and culture and keep you enthralled and able to follow the

action. Smith des that very well. While | really enjoy&bme of Thrones | j ust donodt
myself reading the rest of the series. [ 0m tr
to other series with repetitive terhamtai@asot er s. M
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much back story in, sag detective series.

A Few Southern Ancestor Charts for SFPA 300/Larry It would have been
interesting if you had been
able to annotate some of these characters as you have your own relgiressons issues. It
would be only fair to your fellow SFPAnNs to know if Ned or Guy is descended from a band of
sheep herders and nesters, comind in and tear
knew more about Hattie Berry as she is my cotoedo the short Native American line for me.

Northern Routes #4/Fred | received two copies so which should | comment on? Oh

well, whatever. | liked the sanatorium photo on the cover.
Those kinds of facilities were commonplace for many decadeseomedicine caught up with
others ways for treating tuberculosis. It is sad to think of all of the people who died of
consumption, as it was once called, just because our knowledge was so limited. The great blues
singer, Jimmie Rodgers comes to mind.

Not surprising, | guess, | 6ve not heard of
in obscure performers. Some years ago a buddy and | got into blues because of a local public
radio station program. Chuck and | wodidquent the really great us€&b store in Hoover
trying to fiscoopd each other by finding new a
of the late lamented magaziNe DepressionThere were hundreds of artists, blues and
otherwise, that we had never heard of. It kintbok the edge off of the hunt but not from the
enjoyment of what we did find.

| am totally out of the loop on the Yellow Submarine. Obviously, some of our cohorts are
picking up on it, though. And also, obviously, you are having fun. Carry on.

The Typo King#26/Bob Of course, you are always righ
us get peeved. We want to always be right, too. Is that

possible? Maybe you could share some tips on how to always be right. Boy, | could sure use that
skil |l ar oun dewhileeackto sesoasaesddeDoug Bratton's cover. Our
grandson is immersed in Thomas and Friends and all other things rajlrblats 4 and I'm
interested in seeing if this Thomas thing is a fad of age or if it will transfer into electric
railroading. Electric. Well, that's what we used to call it back in the dgyess model
railroading is the more acceptable term these days.

Burglaries are quite distressing. When we moved here from Montgomery in 1980, | was
having to make multiple trips tagk up odds and end®ur house in Montgomery was broken
into twice during that time period. Obviously, someonth@neighborhood (which was
marginal)knew we were essentially gone, but still had belongings in the hDlis@ne loss that
hit hard was @onsole AtwateKent radio. | really hated to lose that. After the second bireak
All Statesummarily cancelled ouromeowners policy. | guess | can understand their viewpoint,
but it soured me on the company forever.

The sense of violation that you fedter a breakn is very painful if not a little
frightening.A common practice aund here is to hire a student to live in your house or
apartment if you are going to be gone for any length of time. This is not a really high crime area,
but it does havds complemendf home and auto burglaries.
Thanks for sharinfleurotica It doesn't really grab me, but it does have an element of
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cleverness. Glad to make Allison Garwood's acquaintance.
As we all lament the demise of the really fun, dustplo bookstores, there ia store here that
offsets it a bit. 2nd and Charles is used mmuléidia store with a huge stock pf pb, hc, videos,
comics, games, etc. There is not adioteally old stuff but you can find SF from the '60s and
"70s. Joe Moudrgven stumbled across a Heinlein first edition. | am currently reading a James
Blish novel from backvhen that | picked up there. A visit to 2nd and Charles has become the
desert for our monthly luncheon gé&bgethers. | think it will be quite a while beéothe last
book store is gone. Should at least last through my lifetime anyway.

Overall good group of cartoons throughout the zine; also, good collection of MCs.

DeepSouthCon4, Huntsville, ALAugust 22-24/196/Larry Between us, we
havesharel some

fannish photographic history in this momentous mailing. Your DeepsouthCon4 snapshots are
much sharper than mine from Pittcon. One thing that is always interesting in pictures from that
era is the presence of neckties. It was just commonplace fertgsyrangle themselves back
t hen. None of wus c¢ oul dhirts. My lmief expevience withtansltoddyme s s a
is that youwill see possibhhundred of SF and fantadyshirtsandquite likely never the same
one twice.

Challenger 37/Guy This is my first look aChallenges i nce | canét make
the computer and read 40 or 50 pages of any publicatidrihis
one is usually too |l ong to print out. So, 1itobs
movie | have seenu, finalpr eposi ti on notwithstanding, | <can

Hopalong Cassidy was a favorite in the days of my youth when every Saturday there was
a doublefeature accompanied by serial and cartoon. Did you ever wonder about his black outfit,
though? Today, when black (Darth Vader) is the costume of the wicked, it seems a little odd.
And he was not the only one. Lash LaRrue, one of the whip wielders, wore black and | think the
Durango Kid did also. Canoé6t etgsuekthatGenbautryat t i r e
Roy Rogers, Sunset Carson, Rex Allengd most other Saturday Heradswore standard
western attireand probably white hats

|l m searching for the right words but canbd
| i ked Mi ke Est amMetmankvéterans. Whey ape spotrArd inca similar vein,
Rosyo6s walk with Harold was very nicely done.
gunner. Later, as | became more aware of my c
guys could giin that confining space returning fire with folks trying to kill them. | guess they
simply did what had to be done because thesethe Greatest Generatiohhe logistics of the
war are minehumbing. Can you really visualize 690 bombers and 890 figlgaring
simultaneously for missions on the same day?

Although I have not watchebhe Big Bang Theoryt r i ed once andi coul dn

I appreciate David B. Wi lliamsé comparison wi
name frommydisiat f anni sh past, | didnot really appr
to have a handle on that important bit of fannish history.

Equally enjoyable were Jeff Copelandb6s pie
Hellman.
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All Along the WatchtowerVol. 3 #103Larry A little chance laying claim to
William the Conqueror, also known

as William the Bastard. Some of your friends
k n e w &lowdRobert the Bruce is a little better. Of couis®) write this today, the Scots are
going to the polls to decide whether or not to remain in the United Kingdom. Where do you
stand on independence, Sir Larry? A genealogist who teaches at Walladdabieteille told
me how many thousand, or maybe roitlj people could claim Pocahantas as a relative. | think
we were discussing the tendency for many people just getting into such research to believe (from
family lore) that they had an Indian princess or a Confederate generalr inableground.

As notedelsewhere in these MCs, | have become a moderate soccer fan. | watched a lot
of World Cup (not just USA games) and a few hours from now Atticus will play in his first game
of maghet-balboccer on a-4-yearold team. Go (MontevalldReal Madrid!

A final note, | do hope you have disavowed yourself of the notion of dropping out of
SFPA. Weodve already |l ost two this mailing.

Behind | Am; Need Pages | Do/mike Well, at least you preserved your
string, mikclkpageand vyou
count buttin Mailing No. 301. | understand the financial crunch. Waiting for that fourth
Wednesday Social Security deposit can be painful, especially when the calendar makes it a five
week rather than a foweek wait.

MEA CULPA: Somehow | have misplaced copies of the fones below from this
mailing. | read them, put them down somewhere until | could get a moment to do the MCs. That
moment has come and gone several times and | stilli@wmearthed them from whatever
paper stack they are likely buried in. Hopefully, lwilld d t hem t o 3016s mai |l i1
Meanwhile, | must say a fond and sad farewell to Kent. You will be missed. | understand how
interests change and what was once very important can become less so. Ironically, my interest in
fandom, at least SFPA, seetose growing while my sports and breweriana interests are
slowing.

Dumbfounding Stories #9/Kent
The New Port News #276/Ned
Remembering Pittcon, 1960/me
Variations on a Theme #100/Rich

My Back Pages/RichrThis is a fine addition to the mailingjdR. It gives me a chance to
catch some of your fine writing from the years when | was out of
fandom.Regarding the baseball pieckave been td1 major league stadiums, Shea being
among t hem. But as a | ifel ongboxgomy§te ¥ankdeat er | 0
Stadi um. |l 6m sure | 6d go i f the opportunity
L a r s e-hitfesbecauwse our coach/teacher in physical education had an early transistor radio
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tuned in to the game. Class pretty Mabpped the last couple of innings, as | recall. | share your
disdain for cookiecutter stadiums like Shea. Our seats were in the right field nose bleed section,
not a fun way to watch a game.

The abbreviated histoigf fandom and its segue into Paradigere both good reads.
Returning to fandom after such a long hiatus | am fascinated by those pioneers who created the
worl d wedbve all been part of to some extent.
another fan than those of us who madestteme ki nd of di scoveries in
Muhlenburg County once and John Prine ran through my head for hours afterward. | did not
know a lot of the facts you presented about Paradise, though. When we were in Beckley, West.
Va., some years agve took a coal mine tour. | suddenly understood the lyrics from an old
Tennessee Ernie Ford song that referred to th
We were forewarned that our guide was going to turn out the lights at one point iarthihtd
is the darkest of all possible darks.

A few years ago a Birmingham arkistorical publication ran a photograph of some
black mirers working the 3é@nch coal. | had heard the term before | thought it referred to the
seam, not the height of theaghthose poor bastards were working in.

Tremendous contribution, Rich.

Diary Out Loud #2/Nicki ~ Thanks for participating in the 38@nailing. It was good to
get to know a little more about you and your interests

outside of fandom. There are a ptriof groups in this area that do quilting for hospitals. The
|l ast time Atticus was in Childrends Hospital
with a dinosaur theme.

| like Smithsoniaralthough we havaot subscribed for several years noviind it a
magazine that is always interesting even if the copy happens to be three or four years old. | want
to find the scrapbooking article. The comment
because | apply to Sporadic. When | sent out thedagies to family members and a few
friends | included a cover letter that descriladdnzine as a printed blog.

Come back again soon, Nicki.

PANdemic/Binker Hi there. Glad you decided to join us, if only briefly. You are
really ElizabethM.B.G Hughes? | 6ve never kno
five names although two of our kids and one grandchild have four names each. Our last two
daughters are Margaret Magadalene Wilstach Plott and Elbra Lillian Wilstach Plott. In both

i nstances the extlrsa acehne ewasankeeps MM ncy i s th
with that surname. Grandson No. 4, who lives with us is Atticus Judd Osborn Plott, incorporating
a friend of his motherdéds and my maternal f ami

also throwin Ph.D. as a kicker.
Come back again soon, also, Binker.

Twydrasil and Treehouse Gazette #147/Rich | do wonder what is going on
in thecover illo from
Amazing Stories Just who i s good and who i s-Cdpnd. I  as
Killero by Alexander Bl ade. And on the back ¢
handguné George and Jill Wells have my sympath
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one of their notices thatcan update to Windows 8.1 or some such | wash#ake them and say,

AWhy the halnlt wounlod el complicated version of w

a copy ofwindows 8 for Dummieand that gave me hojpebut only for a few minutes. Except

for setting the weather to Montevallo, it has givea no useful information. Not one single

guestion that | have had has been answered by the book and certainly not by-ttesl adarine

owner 6s manual . Rant over. God bless and good
| have never cared for Woody Allen films. Thatiteelingthat far preceded his

generally scummy behavior coming to light. | just have no interest in the Pdikagyoblems

of a guy with hangips over his Jewishness. Now, that being said, | will make one exception. |

enjoyedThePurple Rose of Caird joined in midway through the credits and had no idea it was

a Woody Allen film untilitwasoved. t 6 s a quirky, fantasy that se
of f the screen and into the |ives ofkeetheopl e i
credits first because | likely would not hastayed with it

On your cousin Jeffreyds wife: fACandy has

Heart, then it must be mettle. How unlike you, Rich.

On your comment to Norm Metcalfethink the chances of a Worldcon centering on
older authors and novels, i.e., us, is nil. Our fandom has been swamped not only by other
fandoms but by mundane. Blame the fact the taboo against science fiction has been diluted into
not hi ngmats&s cangi obgeegati on that sums up what
to fandom. Once SF became acceptable in the mainstream, our fandom was indeed swamped by
the plethora of new fandoms (i.e., gaming, cosplay, specific authdikeulollowings, etc.).

An old-type Worldcon would be financially unfeasible today.

Ct Schlosser and the Syrian situation, the arrival of ISIL has certainly changed the
eqguation. Now, we are forced to be back door suppoof Assad in order to curtail the advance
of absolute barbaans who definitely want to do us harm. Do you think folks who behead
journalists and bury Christians alive would hesitate for one minute to nuke an American city or
installation in another country? This is a serious situation that willqalay ways yet tdoe seen
before our next mailing rolls around.

Ct Schlosser and Randomés car and the I|ice
plates with a purchase. Now we keep our plates for several years. On our sun porch we have a
couple of dozen license plate®umted near the ceiling. Some are novelty items; for example,
we bought a used Dominican Republic plate on our trip there. My objective, though, has been to
post a plate from each state a family member has lived in. When son Charles moved from North
Carolina to Pennsylvania some years ago, | asked him to save me one of the NC plates. NC
officials hassled him for a while, demanding the return of the plates when he switched his
vehicle over to PA registration. | think he finally told thémyhad been lost or dgsyed or
some suchl suppose all of that has something to do with thwarting car thigvesy rate, NC
is represented on the wall.

Ct Brown and old folks. | decided many years ago that | would try to maintain two
approaches to my aging. One was tomgeear view mirror. If | saw that my slow driving had a

half a dozen folks backed up, | 6d pul | over a
people with my ailments. This was brought home one day when | was serving as an usher at
church.Agy about my age wal ked up and sai d, Al  ha

out29poyps . 0 There was no reason for sharing that
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think this is the defense mexihmnd ssmo nveet hil A g .u sk
example, we dondét talk about a job interview
people, talking about ailments may be an effort to minimize their severeness.

Uncl e L oicidl Box ScoresfGary As always, thankfor the effort. All of us
sports fans love statistics even if they are

relatively meaningless or we dondét wunderstand
out with most of the new baseball terms, and | admit that | am totally befuadpearterback
ratings in the NFL.)

CA and KC/ Janice |l |'i ke the cover, but | wo d

As far as | Galhmagio Aiplanesraedo i t

different than bumble bees. By all logic they should not be able to dotlwdyado. Your travel
diaries are always so detailed. Do you keep daily running notes on your laptop or do you just
reconstruct it later? Mine are pretty much crafted later, but they are not nearly as detailed as
yours.

ul
0s

Trivial Pursuits #173/Janice Great covers. | think there is a gradual
growing appreciation of soccer in the U.S.

Having a competitive national team is a huge factor. Also, the continuous television coverage the
social media explosion have contributed. Atticus is playing sosdeisdirst team sport this fall.
Of course inthatage groupp4 year s ol d, it is what we cal/l A
savages chase the ball continuously with no regard for positions and plays. Our team is in a little
city-sponsored league withhr ee on a si de and no scorekeepin
introduce a child to a sport, just something fun to do with no pressure about outcome.

Your DNQ regarding the Worldcon proofreading was interesting but also a bit peculiar. It

remindsmeod city counci l meeting in which the may
reporterds response is, AMayor, this is a pub
wal k out and tell it to whomever udidneithe pl ease.
information and distributed it to a goodly nu
mont hs from now one of those in the audience
information came from? You have no problem with me becausenndt know any of t

involved except you. But | can speak for others. dnstdd requesto me.
Ct. Me on podcasts, | stand corrected. However, | had been led to believe that the request
for such a categoryadbeen rejectetb avoid growing theist of awards. | hope | am wrong, but

AOTHER GOOSE AND GRIMM Mike Peters
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my observation, as a relative newcomer, is that no print fanzine is likely to win a Hugo again.

We have always liked white noise machines. We had one that we used for ocean sound.
Whenitdied bought another one and was found that
sounds to the sea. Of course, this house has one of the best white noise machinesi aaailable
attic fan. It not only achieves that goal but also saves on electricityamw@nditioning.

Our use has been curtailed a bit, though, with Atticus, especially if he has one of his asthma
problems. We have monitor in his bedroom and that stays on throughout the night so we can hear
if he is coughing or struggling with his breath

Ct. Sheila and seafood on Friday nights du
have a huge Catholic population, | remember very well that fish was the meat on Friday in the
school cafeteria. | have always thought the church relaxing that ruleotvasgessarily a good
idea.No meat on Friday insured that a lot of kids ate some seafood at least once a week. That
went out away with the rule change. Parenthetically, | guess there were occasions when maybe
macaroni and cheese or peanut butter werditutiesl for fish.

Revenant #82/Sheila Congratulations on the impending trip to New York! What
great fun that will be for you and your colleagues, plus the

honor of performing in such an important venue. You are right that a couple of mornings and
evening is fAinot nearly enougho for New Yor k.
what we wonét get to do. My feeling is that a
before makes the effort worthwhile no matter whatever is misseggest a prioritized list,
though, to keep yourself from being pulled in too many directions at once.

Sorry about the accident and repair bill you are facing. The Alabama Legislature rarely
does anything if value, but passing a mandatory insurance lawngas them. You have to
show proof of I|iability insurance to get your
from cancelling their policy and taking a chance after they get the tag. But the penalties are
severe enough to scare most people atteying the law, | think.

Usuallyl start my next zine about the time the current one is being dispatched to the OE.
| create a new file with three categoriesatter, reviews and MCs. As | finish a book or a
fanzine from the mailing | do my writinipen. Natter, of course, can popanytime. The MCs
usually are at the end of the process because | arbitrarily cut off natter and reviews as the
deadline begins to draw near.

| have enjoyed Peter Capaldi 6s Douwgshigsr Who
between the Doctor and the companions was a necessary tactic to appeal to a younger generation
of viewers. However, like you, | think it was beginning to wear a little thin at times. Capaldi, as
an older guy, offsets that a bit. And yes, the st@ressomewhat darker. More important to me,
they are somewhat simpler, too. Some of the Matt Smith stories were way too complicated. My

favorite episode thus far is #3 when they vis
that had always beew snuch for me.
Cal amari , |l i ke gator tail, can be bit rubb

have had that experience. Conk is similar. | like it frittered but not sure | would enjoy it raw
unlesstiwas part of a sushi disMedium is my peference for most meats. Nancy, on the other
hands is unhappy if her steak or hamburger 1is
always start my first with enough lead time to get it cooked sufficiently before putting hers on.
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| would like to attend CONtraflow and meet Greg Benford, whom | know | passed in the
hall at one of the DSC (now that | 6ve actuall
Unfortunately, we are still recovering from the several trips we were lucky to have this year.
There is a slim chance of a long weekend in November, but otherwise our heels will cool until
the spring. The camper saves money on food and lodging, but the low mileage makes gasoline

very expensive. | do have t he loygQresinde #e€Cverge nc i |
in the Easy and | 6m |l ooking forward to a vVvisi
Oblio#211/Gary | | i ke your cover but | donodot rea

Davis, as | remember their work, in those charachMeagbe | was
away from comics too long|so. | like that back cover but it immediately brings to mind the
ongoing discussion about Moon Pies in these mailings. Marshmallows are just yucky and
stmores do little to salvage them.

| second your comments: fiéhow egnodosdd ietv eirsy t
second month. And a [sic] can say each time a walk out to my mail box and see the latest mailing
has arrived, a big smile crosses my face. 0 Th
SFPA and a small segment of fandom. Thankalbfor the welcome home | received.

|l dondt think I 6ve ever read a sadder | ine
l oving no one and with no one | oving her. o

And | second your comments on Hewlett Packard printers. In the interest of saving
mongy/y over HPOs exorbitant prices, I bought som
upon installati on, I got a fAwe can-dfswobked r espo

okay for a while, then began to streak and show poor color quality. iiganel bought a new
set of HP issue and installed them. There was no change in the color quality. | went through the
| engthy troubleshooting regimen with no i mpro
hel p?0 messages. | odsmowos&tethatn o, but have had n
Enjoyed your comments on Floridabs fAForgot
area as much as we do. | hope we might be able to squeeze one more long weekend there before
the end of the yeatread all of the Travis McGee nosgeyears ago, including The Empty
Copper Sea. | did not recalll it being set in
ought to dig out for a reead.
Yes, the developers whose costting measures resulted in the fatal landslide in
Washingtors houl d be prosecuted. |l dondt think you
murder but mansl aughter ought to work. Of <cou
Motors situation. People died because the company deliberately withheld vitadatitm for
year s. |l 6m still waiting to see a GM executiyv
|l Om very sorry to hear about your continui
for you. Good luck with the fourth surgery (which will be over andedwith by the time this is
read). Forget the field goals, just throw a Hail Mary.

Donét Gr o WicdkpverllerjofFrazzbecause the strips are funny and
because they turn stereotypes around. In fact, great collection of
cartoons throughduhis issue. | am particularly fond Baby BluesandArlo and Janiceln fact,
the comics are one of the main reasons | continue to subscribe to the local dead tree. | have not
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been abldo figure out to put a comics page together onlinetene it delivered to me each day.
I f | master thaté
Ann Coulter is such an idiot. We watched the first World Cup game witkayuand his
two daughters, who were wildly cheering. The next two we watched in watering holes, full of
young peopUSAth&dsS®AI ngShe i s such a twit. |
she died two weeks ago? | donét watch Fox
Thanks for the reviews &here the Truth LiesndT he | nt er ndheybétla n d b
sound good! looked for the latter at"2and Charles when Joe Moudry and | made our-post
l unch pilgrimage but t heyThe LodgGodd Fridagouads like .
a fun movie, but it raised a point. | wish you would include the publicatioelease date in
your reviews. Just a smidgen of informattbat would be usefulseful to me.

Antlers on the Moon/George Very sorry to hear about your ongoing
health problems. | hope the equally ongoing
treatment will alleviate the situatin and gi ve you some relief.
doctors now as you are the ailment that takes you to them.

Frequent Flyer/Tom Thanks for the reviews of the Hugo nominees. | think | have asked
this before but maybe not. Is it possibdanclude the publication

or broadcast outlet where the stories appeared? It just seems like it is pertinent information to
me. Ct your comment to Jennings, we are in the process of refinancing our home. At present
interest rates we can save close to $0@onth, money which can minimize the amount we may
need to borrow to replace the roof. Indications are that option may change somewhat next year
when the Fed raises interest rates.

YNGVI/Toni Delightful to have you back in a mailing. Sadly, thoughmadw

thisisjustaon¢ i me t hi ng. | do hope thi
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home. 0 Moving to new place is a great adventu

of uncertain content can be a lot of fun. But the overall experience is selattesslam so glad
that we were able to hire movers for our last transition which was just a few miles. Even then,
there were numerous baekdforths in automobiles before it was over.

We like Chattanooga a lot. | think you will have fun discovering the artsthNShore
area 1 f you haviedeed,teverads I typatdege wordsnney cugrent novel is John
Ri n gQuees of Wandsvhich is set in that artsfartsy section of Chattanoodehighly
recommend the Terminal brewpub for good eats and goerd Bkis, you have the advantage of
having fan friends who are no doubt excited about your joining them.

Feel free to throw in another Yngvi oshot whenever time, energy and mood hit you.
B KICK NITKman and Jerry Scoti
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Peter, Pan & Merry #116/David  Ct Ned, mprisonment may not qualify as servitude
but our court system today is geared very much

towardcreatin@ debt or 6s prison environment for thous
wrongdoing but the excessi wiagjdled foufailiretepays t s o t h
their fines. If the individuals are arrested on drug charges, no matter how big or how little, they
are required to pay for the regular drug scre
much as $30 a pop. | do notliege the actual testing materials cost anywhere close to that kind
of money.

Ct. Jennings and recruitment for SFPA. Maybe we should approach people who are
already doing ezines. If they printed the requisite number of copies and put those zines in a
mailing, they would benealing nothing more than mailing commeatiddedto what they were
already doing. Of course, there would be the
worthwhile. And | agree with youranddhersdagr e e me n
t hei r Sporadigssn omgoing work. | start on the next issue within days after | put the
current one in the mail to the OE. | have usually just finished reading some book about that time
and so the review is written very shortly aftard.

| saw the first three episodeskdrgo and enjoyed them very much. Then, things got in
the way and | never saw another one. Maybe it
ill offer it.

Trying to keep up with which businesses to boyso#t daunting task. For example, the
Koch brothers have their fingers in pies taumerous to sort out. | guess the closest | come right
now is simply making every effort to stay out of \Wéart, mostly because of the crappy way
they treat their employee¥/ith a little effort this is doable, especially if you have something
like Target as an alternative.

Spiritus Mundi #262/Guy There is a much more cheerful, hopeful tone to SM. | know
the job and other issues are still unsettled, but you seem

morelike yourself. And | should thinKeeping Up Appearancesould bring you out of a funk.
We loved that sow as well d@he Vicar of DibleyTo the Manor BornAre You Being Served?
et al. Somehow, Alabama Public Television has let them all slip away.d didnc ar e how ma.
times | had seen them, they were always fun to watch again.

Ct to you and Joe about your dental issues, | hope your Medicare supplement is better
than ours. Blue Advantage, considered the best by some, has no dental coveraggefoupeo
age. The cheap bastards donét seem to realize
preventive treatment can come back ten fold with infections triggered by dental problems.
Fortunately, our family dentist has created a senior billing category thatugv@me help.

Thanks for the Tim Dorsey reference. | 61 |
John D. McDonald was a wonderful writer, probably never given proper literary props because
he wrote mysteries (and SF earli€@phndominiunis staggering because you know that kind of
costcutting, materiak u b st i t ut i on stil |l goes on and peopl
though , will always b&he Girl, the Gold Watch and Everything Wh at a fwhat r omp!
Donald Westlake did so welbjending a good mystery with hilarious scenes and characters.
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In your 108" Mailing saga, you place Al Andrevis Huntsville. He actually lived in
Birmingham. Somewhere | think | still have the letter you wrote, entreating me to participate.
Regretfully, 1 did not respondn enjoyable retelling of that momentous event.

Fingertip Reality #87/Joe Not sure where they are from, but a wonderful package of
illustrations, especially the one on page 9. As | have written
in these pages befrl enjoyed my high school class reunions. Although | was kind of nerdy, |
never felt picked on and enjoyed seeing everyone again. You and | still need to talk about your
alma mater, Hueytown High School, and People We Know. Two good friends herein Miantev
attended HHSalso the home of the much troubled Jameis Winston of Florida State and Heisman
fame.

|l ndeed, nothing is quite as boring as some
story, though. | used to have pretty much free accese tstdlcks at the Alabama Department of
Archives and History. I n the |l ate 670s they h
section and | was no longer allowed to roam at Willent to the director Milo Howard to plead
my <case. Hb#, | ksvawiyali ,are & ddnous reBearcher and would not cut or damage

anything. But | wish you would give us a little time to adjust. We have hired this young black
man who must deal with all kinds of folks, including little old ladies trying to provedtieg
white. o0 What an unexpected |ine. | acquiesced

Tyndallite V.4, No.176/Norm Nothing really grabs me for a comment, but
it is always interesting to read your
incredibly knowledgeable comments and historical perspecbn so many things in science
fiction literature.

IRRegular #6/Isaac Well, you did have an eventful and, from all appearances, most
excellent summer vacation. Congrats on the new bass and best
wishes for next term at East Tennessee. Also, Hup&K trip was all you wanted it to be.

Tennessee Trash #120/Gary Happy birthday, old codger. Actually, you are a
spring chicken compared to some of us. You
seemed unperturbed about the power outage at Eastman, but it seemed kind of scary to me.
Scores of people packed intdoarth floor cafeteria? | keep thinking of fire and how do you get
out of there. |l dondt think | 6ve encountered
coakired or what?
You gave me some more anxious morsemith your automobile problems in the

mountains. When we were headed to Maggie Valley last summer, | got concerned about going

downhi || i n the camper with a car 1in tow. It
impulse. Either way, up hitr down hill, mountains can be a little dicey.

|l 6m gl ad you and I saac finally got to samp
reading the label is almost as much fun as drinking it. Stone Brewing Co. has a lot of products
with similar namesand d moni ti ons. Al though | | ike Ji mmy E

marathon trip home would have made it worth my while.
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