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Hello Theresa,  
 
I came across Andromeda's Offspring via Suzanne McLeod's blog. I 
enjoyed your issue, especially because you had a short story by Ms 
Mcleod in no.#5. I've been a fan of McLeod's writing for a few years, 
ever since I came across an excerpt ('across the pond' I see it's called 
an extract) of her novels way before they were available to us in the 
United States. I'm always happy to find a short story of hers to read, 
and Piece of Cake was especially fun, because I could totally imagine 
my granddaughter with a pair of magical fairy wings divebombing us 
and the dogs! 
 
Something that grabbed my attention was the article about women 
SciFi writers. There was a list, and something about displays and the 
money they made which I didn't really understand, because in the 
bookstores I've been to, no matter how things are displayed, when 
things are purchased, the items are brought up to the cash registers, 
so not sure how they would register as separate sales - but then my 
brain no longer wants to actually WORK.  
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I do have something to say about regarding the low sales of women 
writers in the SciFi genre though. I have a hard time FINDING 
women authors in our SciFi sections in the bookstores I go to 
(Barnes & Nobel, mainly). While I love reading urban fantasy, I do 
wish they would focus less on the strong romance and more on 
story. I wonder if that's why the sales are less for women - do 
people expect more romance in a woman's story? I would love to 
read SciFi by women writers with little to no romance, and wish 
that I could find more to read. 
 
I only recognized a few of the writers on the list by Helena Bowles; 
Lauren Beukes, Sara Creasy, Elizabeth Moon, Bujold, and Kristine 
Kathryn Rusch are a few of the authors from the list that I have 
read and enjoyed. I have copied the list down on my laptop for 
referencing purposes. I plan on searching out some of these writers 
to see if I might enjoy reading their work. I hope so, and am glad I 
read this article and now have some new names to explore. 
 
Thanks for a fun 'magazine'(?) zine(?) issue. Between the short story 
by Suzanne McLeod, the reviews and the interesting article, I had 
an interesting interlude of reading. 
 
Sincerely 
Mardel Sissle 
(from way far away, across the pond) 
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London 1876 
 
Terrified, Jonas Fairfax bolted, covering his mouth and nose with a 

woollen scarf which did little to keep out a foul miasma engulfing the 
city. It had started with a normal occurrence, the thick, seasonal fog 
which often rose from the Thames to mix with industrial waste, 
household soot and foul emissions belching from the Ephesysium Gas 
Works. A London Particular, the locals called it. A Pea Souper. Only 
Fairfax knew this one was so much more, this fog was tinged with a 
spreading and deadly malign effluence of occult origin. 

Fairfax was the only living human to know this, now his master was 
dead by his own hand, what kind of maniac cuts out his own heart with a 
kitchen knife? The servant had arrived at Vespasian’s basement in 
Whitechapel but minutes before, steeling himself to plead with the mage 
to stop his infernal experiment. It was too late, Fairfax found the old man 
covered in still steaming gore, lying on his back, his face contorted with 
terror and insanity, his right hand clutching a knife, his left gripped his 
heart. It was the expression on his master’s face that caused Fairfax to 
flee in panic, what nightmare had he seen to die so horribly by his own 
hand? 

At first Fairfax had been content to go along with what he thought 
harmless eccentricity. Vespasian paid well, he doubted a servant in the 
employ of Her Majesty was so well reimbursed. For an ex-thief with no 
trade, Fairfax had been content to seek out the obscure and arcane objects 
and potions, Vespasian demanded. Even to the extent of using his 
criminal skills to acquire what he could not purchase.  

It was all nonsense. Nothing would happen. Vespasian was senile, 
barely able to remember his own name. Even though Fairfax did have to 
accept London had changed beyond all recognition when decades before, 
another bumbling fool had opened a lower rung of Hell, releasing 
demonic vermin to plague them all. But London’s citizens had learned to 
live with and avoid the parasitic Breeth and scavenging Blaggers. Fairfax 
doubted the old fool could raise more than a mild breeze in a teacup, 
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never mind a storm. Contacting the Great Old Ones, whoever they were 
would never happen. 

But something had happened, enough to frighten Vespasian into a 
terrible death at his own palsy-trembling hand, something that now filled 
the narrow, dark streets with a creeping, silent, choking dread. Fairfax ran 
from Whitechapel as if pursued by the Hounds of Hell, the miasma could 
be their vile breath for all he knew. At first his flight had no direction, no 
purpose beyond getting far away from that basement. As the polluted air 
forced its way into painful lungs, Fairfax slowed down, paused to rest 
against a dank inn wall reeking of stale urine, vomit and old, cheap beer.  

His mind raced in time with his frantically beating heart. Where to go?  
What to do? Then through his confusion, he remembered tavern talk of a 
man who may be able to help, give him refuge. The notorious maverick, 
the alchemist Cyrus Darian, a ruthless bastard but one well versed in all 
supernatural matters. It was said he lived with a demon prince in human 
form, another bonus, surely a creature of such power would be able to 
protect him too?  

*** 
 

Vexed, Cyrus Darian tapped the wooden floor of a steam hansom with 
his crystal orb topped cane. Another night at the theatre ruined by the 
Particular. He had looked forward to the performance of a much feted 
Italian songbird, the lovely Allegra. Even more to the prospect of an 
amorous liaison with her, after the concert. His dark good looks and 
dangerous but alluring charisma meant he was rarely refused willing 
female company. But the wretched smog seeped through every opening 
to the theatre, filling it with a foul, stinking air, obliterating sight of the 
stage even with the limelights on full. As usual, it burnt people’s throats, 
causing nausea and difficulty breathing; more wretched souls would meet 
their Maker that night from the effects of the fog. And of course no singer 
would risk the precious gift of her voice in such circumstances. 

With no other choice, Darian left the theatre quickly at the first sight of 
the Particular, hailing a steam hansom before they became scarce and 
with the more than generous offer of a gold sovereign in payment, bid the 
driver take Darian to his Mayfair home. As the vehicle chugged and 
wheezed its way from Drury Lane, Darian gazed out of the window and 
was puzzled by the nature of the fog. He had never seen one so dense, 
indeed it appeared solid, such a strange dirty orange colour and the smell 
….a fetid charnel house stench that made him gag with revulsion. No gas 
lamp could pierce the gloom, the streets normally so busy at this time of 
night were emptying. He doubted even the most desperate street walker 
needing her supply of gin would be plying her trade that night. 



As the journey progressed, Darian became aware of a growing 
unpleasant sensation, a soul-sapping depression of his spirits, a toxic 
combination of dread, fear and hopelessness. He forced it aside, it was 
not real but another effect of the still-thickening miasma. What was the 
nature if this occult assault and who was the perpetrator?  

On arrival at the steps of his Georgian townhouse, Darian threw the 
driver the promised sovereign and ran the short distance into his home. 
Even that was enough to confirm his belief there was nothing natural 
about the fog. It was a warning, a feeling of impending danger, that 
something bad was coming and the miasma was merely the beginning. 

Darian found himself alone, his companion Belial had left on a mission 
of his own earlier that night, to prowl among the secret taverns frequented 
by demonic half–breeds to gather any information of use in acquiring 
interesting artefacts. And indulge in some recreational unspeakable 
debauchery, for in weakened human form, High Prince of Hell, Belial had 
physical needs to indulge in.   

While he waited for the demon’s return, Darian stoked up a hearty fire 
in a parlour and poured himself a large measure of fine old cognac. Rich 
as Croesus, the alchemist, hedonist, thief, philanderer, necromancer and 
compulsive liar no longer kept servants. Too many lost to his experiments 
when they went wrong or caught in the cross fire when he was attacked 
by his many enemies.  Lack of staff also gave Darian the freedom and 
secrecy to live his delightfully degenerate life to the full without the 
distraction of rumour and public censure.  

He must have dozed off in the old leather armchair by the hearth, for 
when he awoke, stiff and cold, it was morning and the smell of freshly 
brewed coffee rose from the kitchen. Darian stood up with a wince at his 
complaining muscles, stretched and followed the enticing aroma, finding 
Belial preparing breakfast for them both. The demon paused to pass a 
letter to Darian, the envelope soaking and filthy.  

‘Found this clutched in the hand of a corpse on your doorstep. I 
assumed it was for you.’ 

Darian took the letter, puzzled. ‘And the body?’ 
‘Disposed of,’ Belial replied with a slight shrug, ‘as always.’     
A Fallen Angel, one of seven High Princes of Hell, on earth, Belial had 

taken the form of a slender youth, beautiful, with long pale gold hair and 
amber eyes that reflected an ageless, corrupt evil. His devotion to Darian 
was unswerving, an obsessive fidelity that exposed the cruelty of his 
cursed existence. A doomed love that could never be fulfilled without an 
eternity of disaster befalling them both. 

The alchemist studied the frantic scrawl of a terrified soul, one that 
knew his life was over. A plea for help that went out beyond the grave. 
Darian glanced up at the demon. 



‘What knowledge have you of the Great Old Ones?’ 
Belial feigned a yawn of boredom, in truth he never tired, never needed 

to sleep.  
‘Luckily for you humans, they keep to their own dimension. They are 

vast, humourless, incredibly ugly bastards with a predilection for 
destroying whole planets on a whim. Usually when some fool summons 
them, they do not like their eternal sleep disturbed.’  

Darian nodded, he’d read once something similar in one of his 
grimoires but had dismissed it as irrelevant old legends not based in 
reality. How wrong he had been.    

 ‘Well, my friend. Our unfortunate deceased visitor was trying to seek 
shelter from the results of his master’s meddling with these Great Old 
Ones. I take it that is bad news?’ 

Belial stood up abruptly, paced over to the window. It was seven am, 
but no sunlight could pierce the pall of smog engulfing London, maybe 
the whole country. ‘The worst news possible. If that fool had indeed 
made contact, then all human life on this world is at peril. Does our 
visitor name the Elder God involved?’ 

Darian returned to the note, struggling to make out a name in the 
desperate scrawl. ‘Yghraal?’ 

The demon gave a sigh, ‘Then there is hope, a slight one. Yghraal is a 
celestial messenger, a go between and not an actual god. He serves 
Pharol, a black-fanged one-eyed demon who lives in a seething realm of 
chaos beyond this universe.’ 

Darian decided coffee was not enough in the circumstances and sought 
out an unopened bottle of brandy in a kitchen cupboard. After generously 
lacing both of their cups, he sought more information, ‘So, why this 
Pharol? Why seek contact with something so horrendous, so destructive?’ 

‘Vanity,’ Belial answered, ‘vanity and greed. This fool must have 
learnt another occultist did in fact successfully contact Pharol to gain 
arcane information to strengthen his occult abilities. A wizard called 
Eibon of Hyperborea. Only he was a powerful enough sorcerer to contact 
Pharol directly. This idiot has tried to engage an intermediary and thus 
doomed humanity.’ 

‘And what happened to Eibon?’ 
The demon gave a humourless grin, ‘Nothing comes for free in this 

universe. But humans foolish enough to deal with us Fallen do have the 
hope of redemption and salvation...unfortunately!   No such good fortune 
with these Elder bastards. The man is languishing in agonizing perpetual 
torment on a distance world with no possibility of escape or death. Ever.’ 

Belial continued, ‘Our biggest problem is dealing with Yghraal. He 
must be stopped before leaving this world, I know he is still on his way 



here because of the wretched miasma. It is the Breath of the Messenger, 
that which brings madness and death to all that breathe it in.’ 

‘Splendid.’ 
Darian did not hide the bitterness in his voice. He’d saved England 

twice over the past year and not one citizen of this great empire would lift 
a hand to help him. His half Persian, half Irish birth made him a despised 
outsider, a filthy, untrustworthy foreigner. Well, they had got the 
untrustworthy bit right. His refusal to accept the authority of the British 
establishment marked him as a maverick and pariah.  

‘Let someone else deal with it this time,’ he announced, ‘all those high 
and mighty generals and police chiefs, all the men of science with their 
open scorn for my alchemy and arcane learning. I’ve done more than 
enough.’ 

Darian picked up the brandy bottle and took a big swig, ‘Let’s wake up 
Hardwick and take his dirigible to somewhere with clean air and 
beautiful, willing women.’ 

‘I am sorry my friend,’ Belial answered, ‘that will only buy you a week 
or two of freedom. Nothing will stop the spread of the Breath of the 
Messenger, it will engulf every country on the planet. I doubt if any 
human being will survive.’ 

Darian learnt from the demon that the current smog was unpleasant and 
dangerous to those with weak lungs but with Yghraal’s arrival, it would 
strengthen to a poison infecting the brains of all living things, turning 
them suicidally insane. The uncharacteristic depression he’d suffered in 
the steam hansom was a mere foretaste of what was to come. 

‘Then we must still get to Hardwick, no doubt he has some respiratory 
devices I can utilise.’  

The demon agreed but insisted on travelling alone to reach their 
companion in adventures, the aristocratic inventor and genius Sir Miles 
Hardwick. ‘There is nothing these tiresome beings can do to harm me but 
my friend, you are not immune to the Breath of the Messenger. We must 
hope Miles can come up with a technological solution to this 
disaster…your old earth magickes and weird potions will be useless.’ 

Glancing across to his companion, Darian looked for a glimmer of 
hope to pierce the spreading gloom. ‘Come on old chap, you are a High 
Prince of Hell, have you no influence over this Yghraal?’ 

Belial did not answer, had no need to. In order to fight the Messenger, 
the alchemist must reverse the summoning, to return him to Hell and 
regain his full, awesome cosmic power. The chance of Lucifer and the 
other princes allowing him to return to earth and save mankind was 
negligible at the most optimistic. It would not happen.  

So nothing more was said, the demon went to seek out Hardwick and 
Darian retreated to his library, seeking anything from ancient tomes that 



could aid their battle against Yghraal. Yet again it was down to him and 
his stalwart companions to set things right. How tiresome. 

The alchemist lost all sense of time as he concentrated in translating 
ancient Sumerian and Chinese inscriptions, all to no avail. His futile 
search ended at the rhythmic thud, wheeze and huff of a steam-driven 
dirigible arriving at the mooring point above his home. An unmistakable 
sound of well-tuned and perfectly engineered machinery, the Dauntless 
had arrived.  

Shaken to the core, Hardwick hastily descended to meet the alchemist 
within the townhouse, Belial remained to check the dirigible’s secure 
moorings and look out for any danger. The Mayfair square was quiet, 
empty but Belial could see columns of smoke rising in the distance. How 
he would have loved to join in the mayhem, glory in human suffering and 
bloodshed but his place was at Darian’s side, to protect him against this 
spreading chaos. 

‘It’s bad, Cyrus, spreading like a nightmarish plague across the city. 
Fires, explosions…the screams….’ Hardwick’s hands shook, his face a 
grey pallor, ‘the terrible shrieks…..London has become a charnel house 
of the damned.’  

‘Then we do not have much time to stop this,’ Darian replied with a 
weary inevitability, ‘what have you brought?’ 

‘Respirators, obviously. They are frightfully heavy I am afraid, but 
they produce their own air supply, not just filter surrounding air. I assume 
you have an occult-based plan …’  

Darian poured three glasses of cognac with a more than generous 
measure, handed one to the inventor, ‘Actually no. Not a thing. I was 
rather hoping you had a technological solution, old chap…’ 

Hardwick downed his cognac in one go, ‘then your fiendish playmate 
is right, humanity is doomed.’   

 
*** 

 
Materialising over London, a mountainous figure of roiling gases 

gathered strength, feeding off the agony rising from its victims, revelling 
in their pain and despair. It needed the energy of their murderous, suicidal 
insanity, their last dying gasps to give it enough power to cross vast 
universes and traverse an infinity of dimensions to seek its master Pharol. 
In a mindless thrall to Vespasian’s spell, one created with the spilled 
blood of a hundred innocents. 

Beneath it, London’s streets ran with hot, crimson rivulets, pooling into 
lakes of gore from those caught in the deadly miasma. Some killed in a 
blind rage, oblivious to the identity of their victims before turning their 
ire on themselves, fathers murdered sons, neighbours turned on 



neighbours, some blundered through the streets attacking anything living 
in their path, adding carriage horses and dogs to the growing death toll.      

Approaching the baleful cause of the slaughter, the crew of the 
Dauntless were safe from succumbing to the madness due to the 
cumbersome but effective respirators. From his scientific viewpoint, 
Hardwick studied the gaseous monstrosity through a thermo-frigian 
telescope, Yghraal appeared to have no substance, though clearly a 
sentient life form.  A single red orb pulsated on a snaking pseudopod 
protuberance which he took to be an ocular structure.   

A gaping maw, surrounded by tendrils of waving cilia opened and 
Yghraal bellowed in its grim triumph.  

‘Hang on, we are in danger,’ Hardwick managed to cry as the shock 
waves from the creature’s roar battered the dirigible. It was only Belial’s 
demonic strength and quick reactions at the helm which prevented the 
airship from plunging to its doom as the strength of a full hurricane 
blasted at the vulnerable canopy. Buffeted, the Dauntless was thrown and 
spun like a leaf in a gale. 

 ‘Point her bow upwards,’ Hardwick roared above the cacophony as he 
applied full steam power to the airship’s engines, ‘we must get her high, 
above and away from this bloody turbulence.’  

The dirigible fought against all attempts to regain control, it was easier 
for her structure to give into the power of the infernal blast, let it blow her 
canopy at will but after minutes of desperation, the Dauntless returned to 
the control of her crew. 

‘That little display of ill-temper was for our benefit,’ Darian mused, ‘it 
knows we are attempting to tackle it head on.’ 

‘And failing in spectacular fashion,’ muttered a despondent Hardwick’ 
wiping his brow with an oil-stained kerchief.    

Darian borrowed the enhanced telescope and studied their foe, 
‘Actually, I think not. If it tried to repel us, then it feels threatened by us. 
It is vulnerable.’ 

He handed the instrument back to Hardwick, ‘Look within the miasma, 
can you see the bolts of lightning? And occasional glimpses of a white-
hot plasma at the thing’s centre? There must be a heat source powering its 
existence.’ 

‘For all its sound and fury, it is only a messenger to the Elder Gods,’ 
agreed Belial, ‘it may have an Achilles Heel, so to speak.’ 

Hardwick paced the dirigible’s gondolier, agile mind racing with this 
new information.  From its appearance and violent discharges, the plasma 
looked electrical in origin, could a reverse galvaniser driven deep into its 
heart and earthed to water discharge the power and defeat it?  

‘We need metal cable, a great deal of it. And enough courage to get as 
close as possible to that monstrosity.’ 



‘Then I suggest we fly the Dauntless to the docklands,’ Darian 
suggested, I cannot think of another suitable source of what we need. The 
courage I cannot guarantee though.’ 

 
**** 

 
Hours later, moored above Hardwick’s workshops in a converted 

mews block, the inventor, aided by Darian worked hard to prepare a 
device. Every door and window was barred and locked, the gas lamps 
turned down as low as possible and a watchful Belial stood guard. 
Outside a medieval vision of damnation raged through every region of 
London. Some people survived, locked in basements and cellars, but 
many were dragged out onto the streets to be butchered by those crazed 
by Yghraal’s toxic fumes. The afflicted formed loose gangs to rampage in 
a deranged frenzy, when they couldn’t find victims they turned on each 
other. What had been doctors, clergymen, costers and housewives were 
ravening beasts, leaving the streets strewn with torn bodies and whole 
districts ablaze. 

The beast grew in strength as its malign miasma spread beyond central 
London and onwards to the suburbs and surrounding villages. The whole 
of England lay, helpless in its path. 

‘It is rough, flawed and crude,’ announced an exhausted Hardwick, 
‘but it only needs to work once.’ 

The device was a cigar-shaped torpedo of roughly hammered copper, 
rigged to a small galvanic motor. ‘There is enough fuel to propel it for 
twenty seconds,’ Hardwick spoke, aware the others would understand the 
implications, ‘which means getting very close to the monstrosity.’  

‘Twenty seconds is a long time,’ ventured Belial in a mocking drawl, 
‘too long. And you are assuming the physics of your world applies to this 
being from another dimension.’ 

Hardwick had never hated the demon as much as now, he turned on 
him, the inventor’s normally placid nature erupting into fury, ‘Has the 
great Prince of Hell got another solution?  No?  Then I suggest your 
infernal highness shuts his foul mouth.’ 

‘Gentlemen, please,’ an amused Darian soothed, ‘we have a vast cloud 
of reeking unpleasantness to defeat, can we leave the old scores on hold?’ 

 
*** 

 
Once again, the Dauntless took to the choking skies, the air so polluted 

by the Breath now, no breeze buffeted her canopy, she moved from steam 
power alone, her way barely lit by a large Galvanic Illumination beam 
whose blue/white beam could not pierce the gloom. The fog seemed solid 



now, a death shroud thrown over a lost city. The creature, confident of its 
victory had moved from the heart of London, seeking new concentrations 
of human misery.   

Just two people - Carrew the dirigible, a bitter, angry Hardwick facing 
death with the stoic courage bred into his aristocratic genes and a 
seemingly indifferent Darian, unbothered by the demon’s last minute 
defection.  ‘Belial cannot help his behaviour,’ he stated, ‘he is a Fallen 
Angel cursed to revel in humanity’s evil towards its fellows. I bear him 
no ill will.’ 

All thoughts were put aside as they approached the Messenger, all 
vision now limited to Hardwick’s ingenious invention, the thermo-frigian 
telescope which cut through the dense toxic pall and showed Yghraal’s 
blazing core as a beacon fluxing through the miasma of its malign breath. 
The two companions shook hands, then held each other in a brief, 
awkward embrace, accepting this could be their last adventure together. 
At least in this life.  

Despite his slender, elegant frame, Darian was physically stronger than 
the inventor and he chose to handle the torpedo, while Hardwick steered 
the Dauntless toward the Messenger’s heart. Pulsating with power, 
Yghraal’s amorphous form surged slowly away from the stricken city, 
gathering more energy as it passed across humans poisoned by its breath. 
If it was aware of the approaching Dauntless, it gave no sign, its one 
gelatinous orb fixated on the far horizon and the teeming cities beyond. 
Darian started up the torpedo’s motor and lowered it and the metal cable 
from the airship as Hardwick steered the craft on a headlong collision 
course with their foe. Armed only with their respirators against the 
Messenger’s influence on their minds, they planned to fly close enough to 
swing the torpedo into the plasma core of the being. A desperate plan and 
their only one.   

As they neared, the waves of infecting insane rage and suicidal despair 
from the beast’s breath began to seep through the mechanism of their 
respirators, Darian could hear the inventor’s sobbing, a soul-deep wail of 
abject despondency. Too arrogant and selfish to be so easily affected, he 
flung the torpedo from the airship and pushed Hardwick from the 
controls. The inventor’s despair turned to murderous rage but pre-
empting an attack, Darian floored him with a well–aimed uppercut to the 
jaw and concentrated on taking the Dauntless into battle. 

 Flying virtually blind now, Darian hauled the airship left and right, 
avoiding the lashing arms of Yghraal’s pseudopodia, long, writhing 
tentacles of hate. Its glowing orb whipped round, to view its enemy up 
close, filling the glass screen of the Dauntless, flooding the craft with a 
baleful light.  



 ‘Got your attention, now you ugly, big bag of stinking wind,’ Darian 
laughed as he threw the tethered end of the cable from the airship, 
sending the torpedo into its target. The creature flinched, unused to any 
opposition, giving Darian enough time to swerve away and flee from the 
Messenger. In his mind, he saw the snaking cable touch the earth, the 
plasma heart discharge its energy and Yghraal disappear in an explosion 
of dissipated energy.  But it didn’t happen. 

Darian turned the vessel around and looking through the enhanced 
telescope saw the ravening beast untouched and unharmed. He swore in 
his native Farsi, time to abandon England and seek distant shores and re-
assess the situation. If need be, spend the last weeks of life in a blaze of 
hedonistic abandon. His many–times sold and damned soul would spend 
long enough in Hell! 

But Yghraal was not finished with the impudent vermin who dared 
oppose it, a lightning-swift tentacle lashed out from its body, hitting the 
Dauntless with the impact of a vast, cracking whip. The dirigible spun in 
a frenzy, its canopy losing inflation from the battering forces railed 
against it. With the ship’s master still out cold, Darian did what he could 
to bring her down, a crash was inevitable, the best outcome was a 
survivable one. Using all his strength and quick-witted intelligence, the 
alchemist wrested a little power back to her failing engines and with 
seconds to spare to disaster, found a passage through the wide boulevards 
near the Palace, bouncing off the buildings lining Pall Mall before crash 
landing the Dauntless in Green Park.   

Badly bruised and concussed, Darian pulled the inventor clear of his 
ruined airship and sought shelter in a nearby stand of trees. Expecting the 
ship to explode into a fireball, the Dauntless died with a whimper and one 
lone curl of black smoke. Even in its last moments, the dirigible was a 
lady. He lay, back resting against a tree and watched the Messenger 
lumber towards victory against mankind through the glass of his 
respirator, determined to keep hold of his sanity for as long as possible. 

His attention was caught by a billowing column of cloud approaching 
from the north, it swiftly became a vivid ice-blue blizzard of cold light. 
As it neared, Darian could see many snow storms swirl and clash within 
its form, striking blinding flashes of white lightning. These illuminated 
the roiling maelstroms of frigid power deep within the cloud. It formed 
itself into the shape of a striding cyanotic man. As tall as Yghraal, the 
man was now solidified into the form of blue ice, who raised one fist and 
punched deep into the plasma heart of the cloud being. The Messenger’s 
cilia-fringed maw opened into a vast, ragged abyss, letting out a 
deafening howl of outrage and pain.  

The beast staggered backwards, its structure dissipating as tentacles of 
miasma broke away and dissolved. Fragments rained down on the streets 



below, splitting into myriads of worm-like creatures that sank beneath the 
surface in flight from their attacker. The colossal ice creature struck 
again, a glacial fury strengthening his blow and Yghraal finally collapsed 
into oblivion, all traces of the poisonous fog gone. 

The battle over, the victor returned to a mighty blizzard then a cloud 
before returning to whatever dimension he belonged to.  Darian had but 
one thought…find Belial and thank him. He had never doubted the 
demon had left earlier, not to revel in the carnage but to seek help. 
Belial’s cursed devotion to him was too powerful to allow the alchemist 
to perish without a fight. 

Darian waited until Hardwick recovered his senses and led the dazed 
man back through the ruined, blazing streets, past piles of corpses and the 
bewildered survivors, stumbling like the living dead, wondering why 
their hands were covered in blood and gore. With no one attempting to 
kill them, they arrived safely back at Darian’s townhouse to find the 
demon waiting with a chilled bottle of vintage champagne and three 
glasses. 

For the alchemist was right, Belial had not left his beloved Darian to 
gloat over the rioting inhabitants of a doomed London. Instead he had 
used his demonic power to summon the only approachable Great Old 
Ones. B’gnu-Thun, the soul-chilling ice god, gambling that the one thing 
these deities hated more than humans was each other. 

‘I doubted your brave plan would work, so I called up a favour,’ Belial 
announced holding up his champagne glass in a toast to himself. ‘Great 
Old One up against a mere messenger made of filthy fog?  It was no 
contest.’ 

Belial continued, enjoying the look of outrage on Hardwick’s bruised 
face, ‘I will have to torture and annihilate some unfortunate humanoids 
on another world sometime in the future in return but that does sound 
rather splendid fun.’ 

Darian raised his glass towards the demon and smiled. ‘On behalf of 
the no doubt ungrateful, wretched people of England, I thank you. But 
can we get the hell out of London for a while?  It is going to be an utter 
bore while they clear up all this mess.’  

He glanced across to the inventor, patted him on the shoulder, ‘So 
sorry, old chap, we won’t be able to travel in the Dauntless, a brave 
casualty in the battle.’ 

Hardwick pulled himself together, he was an English gentleman, he 
had no intention of running away from his damaged airship or the ruins of 
London’s society. Unlike the louche, degenerate foreigner and his demon 
sidekick, Sir Miles Hardwick would use his ingenuity and hard work to 
rebuild the airship and help restore order to the city he loved. He told the 
others of his resolve. 



‘Well, see you in six months or so then,’ Darian replied, turning his 
attention to the demon, ‘so, where shall we go? You’ve made it 
impossible to go to Rome, Istanbul and Vienna, my short-tempered 
demonic friend. How about St Petersburg?  Or Seville…I have the desire 
for the delightful company of a dark-eyed gypsy temptress- or two…’  

Belial gave his smile of eternally corrupted innocence, ‘Make that 
three and you have a deal, Cyrus.’ 

 
*** 

 
Rain water pooling on the damp cobbles revived the scattered, 

wriggling fragments of the Messenger, they squirmed, gelid and stinking 
of corruption, seeking each other in the darkness. As they reached each 
other they melded, becoming a pulsating wide ribbon of ichor and squalid 
flesh until strong enough to burrow, deep beneath the stone and concrete, 
deep beneath the claggy London clay to seek a sanctuary underneath the 
city. Nothing could truly defeat Yghraal, not even time itself.  

 
The End 
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